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90 THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

New York City services, William Hamilton composed the hymns for the day, and
Peter Williams, Jr. gave the cration in the morning. (42) This became an annual
celebration for a period among the people of African descent, with Abraham
Thompson having the honor in 1809, and William Miller in 1810. (43) .

A little later this same year, a movement led by William Hamilton, the New
York African Society for Mutual Relief, was begun and received a state charter
two years later, March 23, 1810, with Hamilton as its first president. Its object
was “to raise a fund to be appropriated toward the relief of the widows and
orphans of the deceased members.” (44} Its members were composed chiefly of
businessmen, many of them members of the AM.E. Zion Church, and several
preachers (practically all the black preachers of the city of that day). James
Varick was elected its first chaplain and functioned at the various services,
especially anniversary celebrations, usually held in Zion Church.(45) This
organization was still in existence in 1969, when a historic marker was placed on
the site at 42 Orange (now Baxter) Street, the first building of this society.

In 1812, while Varick and the other preachers were increasing their church
work and holding occasional conferences in and around the City of New
York, (46) he continued active in organizations established in New York City to
serve the race, locally and nationally. The black people organized numerous
societies and associations during these early days, before the coming of the
active abolition movements in the 1830°, in efforts to be free and recognized as
citizens. : Lo \ , : .
The first Lodge :of Freemasonry was established in New York State in 1812,
when Peter Lew, Grand Master of Prince Hall Grand Lodge, Boston, granted a
. warrant to nine Master Masons to open and work a Lodge of Master Masons in
New York City under the title of Boyer Lodge No. 1 F: & AM. (47) It was
named in honor of General Jean Boyer, the Haitian general. Sandy lattion,
Worshipful Master, had created deep concern arnong the white lodges when he
announced his meetings in the city newspapers. So far as is definitely known, he
was the first Master. (48) Sandy Lattion was a member of the AM.E. Zion
Church, both Zion and later Asbury, where he was an original trustee. (49) None
of the other eight members of the original charter have been discovered, but it is
believed that Varick and Miller were associated with Lattion in this first Masonic
organization of New York State, for they worked closely together in the church
and other African organizations. Boyer Lodge was also known as the African
Lodge, and today represents the oldest black lodge of New York State. 4

On January 17, 1817, The New York African Bible Society was established
in William Miller’s schoolroom in his home at 36 Mulberry Street, where he also
operated his cabinet-maker’s shop. The group met and drew up its constitution
and chose the following gentlemen as managers: William Miller, president; James
Varick, Jacob Matthews, and Thomas Miller, vice-presidents; George Collins,
secretary; Lewis Carter, treasurer; George DeGrass, Sandy Lattion, Robert F.

42, Peter Williams, Jr. . Abolition of the African Slave Trade, 1808, speech.
43, Jbid.,; Orations and Sermons on the Abolition of the African Slave Trade (Schomberg
Collection, New York City). : :

44, John J. Zuille, ?w.«clanmﬂ%wﬁnk of the NY Society for Mutual Relief, pp.1-26; Annual
. Programs and Orations, NY Society for Mutual Relief.

45, Ibid., p.25; Programs, 1809-. .

46, Hood, One Hundred Yeuars, p.213.

47. William H. Grimskaw Official History of Freemasonry, p.124. )

48. Ms., Harry Albo Williamson papers, Schomberg Collection. Sesqui-Centennial Program
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" JAMES VARICK —Pioneer of Ecclesiastical Freedom :

Williams,  Andrew Smith, and William Lambert, (59) It had 42 members in 1
beginning, and became an auxiliary society to the American Bible Soci
founded in 1816. By the end of the year of the American Bible Society’s rep
for. 1820, it had made donations and paid for Bibles to be distributed amc
its race people. The Society continued to grow, along with a sister grot
“The New York Female Bible Society of People of Colour,” which raised la
sums for the distribution of the Bibles and reported to the American Bi
Society. Its object was “to encourage as wide a circulation as possible of 1
Holy Scriptures amongst the people of colour in this City without note
accompanied with any comment. ... (51)

vd James Varick worked hard, also, to establish the church in New Hav
Conn., as early as 1818, with 35 members. This church later became 2 part
Zion connection in 1820. It was formerly the John Wesley Church on Webs
Street, now the Varick Memorial Church, mother church of the New Engla
Conference, at Dixwell Avenue and Charles Street. (52)

Varick was enthusiastically versatile in his endeavors for church and ra
and “plain but orthodox in his preaching.” {(53) Much of his writing is lost,
decay or design, though some of it may yet be discovered. But the paucity of
need not be too-surprising, for he was a man with a large family, supporting 1
work of his church venture and the work for his race in general, which absorb
most of his economic strength. A large number of the members of t
pioneering movement, we will recall, were slaves, and generally poor. Varic!
wisdom and pen were dominant and strongly directive in the documents tt
created the A.M.E. Zion Church and that still constitute its classic preservatic
But printing was so expensive in that day, for our people in New York, that
some instances, only 100 or 200 copies of items were printed and circulated.

~ - good instance of the difficulty of small preservation of published material is t

first Discipline of the A.M.E. Zion Chuzch of 1820. Twelve hundred copies we
printed, and only three can be found in the leading libraries of the couni
today, including the Library of Congress. Another instance is the newspap
established by the son of William Hamilton, The Peoples Press, which circulat
for a brief period, and no copy can be found.(54)

Varick once again came to the front in behalf of his race when a group
black ministers and businessmen met in New York City, and appointed Thorr
Sipkins secretary of the committee to petition the New York State Constif
tional Convention regarding their right to vote. The memorial was sent for dire
action, and brought to the attention of the convention, meeting in Albany «
September 12. There was much opposition on the right of suffrage, and lengt]
debates. The Convention finally passed a limited law based upon age, amount
property owned, amount of taxes paid, etc. (55)

Varick figured prominently, also, in the. black man’s effort to start
newspaper for his race. I.Garland Penn states that: “New York State appears
have been the great fighting ground of the Afro-American abolitionists: Not on

30. Constitution, New York African Bible Society; American Bible Society Library.

51. Exic M. North, Ms. History, American Bible Society Library.

52. Robert Austin Warner, New Haven Negroes, p.85; Hill, Modern History of New Hav
and Eastern New Haven County, Vol 1, p.217; Freedom’s Journal, May 4, 1827.

53. Moore, History, p.349. .

34. This journal mentioned by Penn in The Afro-American Press end Its Fditors: also |
James Brown of Tishkill Landing, N.Y.. in his diaries. Ms. Division, New York Historic
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24 ~ THE AFRICAN HETHODIST EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH

n the early 1830%. This humble African Methodist group, led valiantly by Rush,
sbtained an incorporation for the society and laid the foundation (cornerstone)
tone, on April 7, 1823, at Academy Strezt near Plane Street. (%) This church is
10w known as Clinton Memorial. P

" New York City began to expand northward, and Harlem developed undera .

arge number of Dutch settlers. Zion kept pace with the growing city, and a third
society was founded in Harlem in 1822 by Peter Vanhas, (10} called “Little
Zion,” and a small brick building was erected there in 1843. (11)

The connection had advanced commensurably in the northeastern section
when the Third Annual Conference met at Zion Church, New York City, May
21, 1823, Three disruptions faced Bishop Varick and the preachers at the
sonference and during the ensuing year. Pirst, during this session, it was learned
that William Miller of the Asbury charge had connected with the Bethel
Jonnection, and was ordained elder by ithem and appointed to a charge in
Washington, D.C. (12) Shortly after this, the Asbury Church in New York placed
themselves under the government of the Bethel connection. This same year, their
shurch in Elizabeth Street was destroyed by fire. They then occupied for some
time a room in the basement of the Broadway Tabernacle, entering from
Anthory Street. They were also in a hall on the comer of Elizabeth and Grand
Streets, and then occupied 2 hall on Howard Street. After this, they moved to
Fourth Street, near the East River, and soon afterward an individual purchased
for them a house of worship on Third Stzeet near Avenue D, and in 1835 they
removed to this building with a view to permanency. (13} By this time, William
Miller had long since returned to Zion Connection, and was pastoring in
Philadelphia. The flock had scattered somewhat, its membership had dwindled
to 70 by 1846, and the congregation:was still giving trouble during this
schismatic period of Zion’s history. (14} E

Second, the Philadelphia preachers: did not attend the 1823 Annual
Conference, because of dissatisfaction existing from the meeting of the last
Annual Conference. (15) However, they maintained cooperation with a steady
srowth, so much that Philadelphia was set apart as our second conference in
1829. L
* - Third, in a continued effort at dissipation of this young connection, in 1824

a small faction of preachers of the New: York group had been influenced by

Methodist Episcopal Church leaders to see what their General Conference would
determine for the benefit of black preachers. In order to avoid dissidence over
this intervention the AM.E. Zion Annual Conference was changed from its
regular date of May 20 to July 15, to await the results of the Methodist
Episcopal Conference. This was also ‘the General Conference year of Zion
Zonnection. When AM.E. Zion leaders were truly convinced that nothing had
been done for their advantage, they held their combined General and Annual
Conferences on July 15, 1824.(16) During the year Leven Smith had established
a society in Providence, RI., and James Anderson, while pastoring New Haven,

9. Rush, Rise and Progress, p.79; Newark: City Directory, 1835-1836; Sentinel of
Freedom, April 18, 1826. _
10. Varick letter, Riker Papers, N.Y. Public Library.
11. Greenleaf, 4 History of the Churches, p.322.
12. Moore, History, op. cit., p.98. W
13. Greenleaf, op. cit., p.323; Charles H. Haswell, Reminiscenses of an Octogenarian, p.207.
14. Greenleaf, op. cit.
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had founded a society at Middletown, Conn. William Carman continued his
progressive work of establishing societies on Long Island. ) _
At the Conference, James Varick was re-elected bishop. James Smith-was
sent to Zion Church, New York, Leven Smith to Newark, who established 2
society also at Elizabethtown, James Anderson to Middletown, and Christopher
Rush was appointed a missionary. One of the great privileges of the preachers of

that day was to be sent out as a missionary, {0 do the work of evangelists, and

‘CHRISTOPHER RUSH

1777 - 1873
Second Bishop

. B
He organized four northern conferences.
Strong abolition leader and profound preacher.

make full proof of their ministry. New preachers were being received into the
conference, ordained deacons and elders, and sent out to labor in the vineyard
facilitating the growth of a denomination.

L This year, there also arose some difficulty with the New Haven Church over
the expulsion of one of its members whom many considered to be most useful

to the society. “The society became insubordinate; the conference took

jurisdiction of the case and by stringent steps brought them into m:,&wozoﬁ._ to
our Discipline, and continuance in our connection.” Varick nurtured ﬁnm. society
as early as 1818 with 35 members. The interesting history w&Eﬁ .Em
stabilization of this society are the efforts of two energetic women, first minister
Chades Anderson, and the stamina of William H. Bishop. (27} Bishop joined
Zion Church in New York in September, 1825, and joined the annual conference
as a traveling preacher in May, 1826. (18) One of these founders, Mrs. mamm Ann
Galpin, the daughter of Jeremiah Paine, was employed with the family of
Theodore Dwight Woolsey, a charter member of the African F.?oﬁwao.i
Society 6f New Haven, who became one of Yale University’s most influential

17. Warner, New Heven Negroes, p.85; Rush, op. ¢it., p.82.
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