o

TR
G )
: Eﬁ%ﬁmﬁa

X
3
A

it 7.2k




IR UOTZ TNV 122115 §5010)
101884 ‘[[IATBL] S3S0TAT ARy

“3ATTY 2Ly UT 153401 pUE ‘Juasard a1 a1eaqaren

Yeed mo 1adsat am s sn Suriof 10y nod yuey

T Burop s proT ayl st s A

Aes 03 swass uoneSaIfuod [oyMm 21, ‘UBWSY

ol

g sox cerdead Suals pue payld ySnomn

PrioMm a3 Suryoeal Ayunwwed o o] odoy
Sur01821 ‘UMD AU SIBIGIET Bp 'S[BOS IO
PRUIEIE PUE MarF SUOLTIIISUT 1104 SE Passold
stped ane ‘sread om moybnoryl Asisatun
uwedarsapy pue uvonefaifuos su 10y mduans

reminds Jo 20INOS B OSE SPURS YMNOUD UL

"SIOTUAS PUR ‘$IMPE ‘Aol ‘UsIpIy
o 103 2o1aras Surpracad sarnsTuTUl O 10A0
2ADY &M ABPOT, "LUNIUUS[[IWL MAU JU1 UL SALI35L

-UTW 2AID2P SUIp[INQ ‘U0 $2URIEW Uainyly

YL PO AU O SUTUEA] YITE] AC] TB] $IY1 2UIOD

SAUY SpA 'OWIOD DATY am Ie] Moy snl ur Sut
1 2 { | ..

-510{a1 10] LI T (I JO UOSBAG, U §18TL T,

It

"PIOT 21 UT YaTey
pue tomod a1 AQ paInpus aABY 2M 0] ‘SUIRRID
ITaY] 0] SITSDUIIM AIT DM JBU] JUSUIEISS] IR
03 $1 11 pue 9[E8nns AU padEIqUUL USWL PUE
uatwom Auejy -Anrenba pue s2msn{ 10j UonsUn
~STD ITM AJTUNIUTIOS INO 2AI38 OUM SIapLa] L2
pue AS1ap Auewr peonpold sey YoInyD 19018
s8010)  P[E8NLS UL YILM PINUTIUOD PUE I
-wewr 2 dn payord vewrayg Surpeadons s10istg
'S9AR] [PUONTU PUE 21BIS U0 SIUIWIAOUL
aoueIadurs] puR ATDATIS-TITE DU UT I3pES] 1UE)
-10dUrT UE AT ISTUOT[OGE PIAE UT ‘URUIag
ADY CAITUTIIULIOD UMOI[PPTAL 1218213 ayl ul
PUE [2IND 2] JO SI0PEI] JBPIWIIC SB PAATIS
aatl 3uasaxd ayl o1 UTMag WIOL) SI0MSEL (Sh
2lofeq uo 2uoT 2011 JO STBA) PUL “18IMS POO[Q
3U) AQ 11 APRLL 3ARY 3j4  SPPO R[QEIUNOU

-Imnsul AIeat AUBUL 3LUODISAC SBU U200 UL

“A19213 drysiom o1 10702 Jo ajdoad 107 ase(d
T 2IN29§ 01 SBM UOLBWIO] 11913 10] asodind a(os
AL AISAE]S JO LORTINSUI A1 0] PU2 UT padIo]
TEAL TIALD YL 310§2¢ PAWIO] AIem YoImyuD
192135 $80ID PUR UOHBUIWIOUSD UCIZ “TIN'Y
UL 'DIAIAG UENSLIUD) JO sIead 977 §a1eIq
-3[80 YD) UOTZ "' 13211 §50I70) ST U1IEa
S[OYM 34} [[Y 01 $ANUTIUOI IWER]] A[UIABSY 31T,

S UCTUTIHOp PUE Jouct] 41013 oyl e
20 poo) 351 A[UO 213 01 PUE {YITE2 3[OYM 213 (I
SPURL INOIPIM WIRILNGU 247 JO N0 N2 ST 1B
SUOIS AU} [ pralds ATLU 2LUE]] AJURABSY 311 3BT
juesd Aewr usavdy pury 1ey (O Sutop §pIoT
21 5T ST A Aus 01 suaas norefarSuon ajoym
SY L, 19C9T UT SOUSIAJUOL) [BILUUY LT UL U2
213 Jo ssaoons At uo ayods ‘yamyD 1psng

§5017) Jo xoI5ed ‘UBUIRG D) [A1US] PUALLARY YL

YOLSVd THIL INOAL HAON Y

AMSIaATUp] URAR(SMM,
WUDPTsaL “etuag seSnoc]

‘srow Auewr KUBW pue ‘Aies
-1aatune Addey B UaIngD 199118 §$017) JO §13q
-TUaW 211 [E PUE [[IATEL] SSSOIAT A USTM AL
‘asodmd uotutuos e UM spuaLy pue stoquIeu
se drysuonefer Sutofuc we 01 pPIEMIOI ¥0O[
pue 22112501 2181q2[90 om ABDPOT  ‘JURULEAL]
renba pue uonesnps (of seruniicddo patuap
212 SUBRILIAWIY UEDLITY WILM ‘sTeak AjTes ol
ur Aprernonired w85as jo setun jo qing myured
IR S2ICIXD OSTR 1] 'SOFST Pyl O OB MEP
1B $1004 11 ‘wonpen) pnodd syninyD 10914
$3017) JO AI018 31]] §[131 ‘SIUAUMDOP 11 UOLTQIXS
at a1 ‘Soreren sty T "pEQ puE satun poos qioq
‘A10281y wowtros “xapduwion o sieak g/ pareys
m>§.. 2INYD) 122115 $S0I7) PUE UEBAI[SIpL ‘SUOT

~MITSUT SUIPUEIS-SUC] S UMOIDPPIA JO Oml 5y

INEQESZNS IHL WONL FLON Y




Cross Street AMLE. Zion Charch, built 1867,

INTRODUCTION

Cross Street AME. Zion Church in
Middletown, Connecticut, has a rich and com-
plex history.  Founded in the 1820s,
Middletown’s oldest African-American church
has played important roles in the history of its
town; of its neighbor institution, Wesleyan
University; of African Americans in New
England; of the social movements of 19t8- and
moﬁp,nmmﬁﬁ.% America. ‘This exhibition honors
the legacy of Cross Street Church and explores
its early years in the historical comtext of
Connecticut before the Civil War. We then
jump nearly @ hundred years to look at the
church during the heyday of the Civil
Rights movement in the 1950s
and 1960s. The exhibition
closes with a brief view
of Cross  Street
Church today as it
celebrates over 175

years since its

plans for its future in
anew building.

Researching the history of
Cross Street Church poses

history. Jehiel Bemnan, the church’s pastor from
1831 to 1838, and his family were dedicated
activists who were important figures not only
in their church, but in their town, and in the
abolition movement, the underground rail-
road, the temperance movement, and the quest
for education and voting rights for people of
color. The proud early history of Cross Street
AM.E. Zion Church during the time of strug-
gle has served as 2 model for new generations
as the church celebrates its jubilee and its vision
for the future,

This exhibition kas been a collaborative effort
from its beginning, Cross Street A.M.E. Zion
Church Pastor Reverend Moses Harvill
and Wesleyan University
President Douglas Bennet
decided to honor the
17sth anniversary
of the church by
mounting an exli-
bition at Wesleyan’s
Olin Library.
‘Wesleyan University
Archivist and Head of
Special Collections Suzy

Taraba worked with Rev.

City of Middletown in 1835, Harvill to expand, focus, and

many challenges. Relatively

few original sources survive,

Many of the contemporary sources which doc-
ument the history of Middletown, of Wesleyan,
and of the anti-slavery, colonization, and tem-
perance movements, and the underground
railroad, provide a predominantly white per-
spective. Secondary sources sometimes offer
conflicting 2ccounts. Even such an important
date as that of Cross Street Church’s foundiheg,
which is reported in some sources as 1523 and
in others as 1828, is uncertain, Nevertheless,

there is nothing ambiguous about the impor-

research the initial idea.

Cross Street Church parish-
iomer Kwame Ocansey joined the exhibition
team, worked with other parishioners to
uncover materials related to the church’s histo-
ry, and contributed the essay, “What’s in a
Name?”. Addie Battle, widow of Rev. George
Battle, and Sallye V. Davage, widow of Rev.
‘William Davage, loaned materials for the exhi-
bition, as did Dione Longley of the Middlesex
County Historical Society. Marie Clark, Ellen
Cordes, Dione Longley, Jeffrey Makala, and Liz

W regonrch loade Rev

rovrided v




1¢ items to be exhibited. Suzy Taraba
the text of the exhibition and catalog,
1y Makala scanned the images for it.
acaruso of Wesleyan’s Office of
Ications designed the catalog, Suzy
signed and installed the exhibition.

GIN CF THE A.M.E. ZICN CHURCH

an Methodist Episcopal Zion Church

New York Cityin 1796. Just as, sever-

s earlier, John Wesley founded the

t Church in England In an attempt to

1¢ Church of England from within,

%, Zion Church grew out of a spirit of
Despite Wesley’s

In the late 180 century, two distinet groups of
black Methodists, one in Philadelphia, and one
in New York City, formed their own churches.
Both groups initially took the name African
Methodist Episcopal Church. The African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church had its ori-
gin in New York, under the leadership of James
Varick, Abraham Thompson, June Scott,
William Miller, and several other black men
who worshipped at the John Street Church.
This group of men began meeting at James
Varick’s home at 4 Orange Street in lower
Manhattan to worship together. They soon
began to make plans to form their own church,

and in October, 1796, they rented a house on

wsition to slavery
championing of
mistreated people,
e and black, not all
llowers remained
s ideals. Although
zople had been
as worshippers in
thodist tradition
as first brought to

by Wesley and his

nearby Cross Street. Most
of the leaders of this first
AME. Zion church were
free men, but slavery was
still legal in New York, and
many church members were
slaves. James Varick,
Abraham Thompson, and
June Scott were the first
black men to be ordained

Methodist ministers in New

harlesin the 17303,  ncity of Middletown," Beers’ County atlas of
Middlesex, Connecticut, detail,

hodists were often
ated by their white

The church, by then known as the
t Episcopal Church, granted preach-
es to a few black men, but they were
ywed to preach, even to other black
of the church. Preaching to white
s was out of the question. These black
were not allowed to join the Methodist
g, the church’s decision-malking bedy.
Jethodist churches, black worshippers
:gated from white members and were
it in the church gallery rather than in

DT SETTTAT RO = M PN IESLES TV oy R R

York.

By 1801, the group was
incorporated as the African
Methodist Episcopal Church in New York. For
the next two decades, they remained affiliated
with the white-deminated Methodist Episcopal
Church. In 1820, however, the AM.E. Zion
leaders voted to-leave the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and they published their first disci-
pline, or rules and regulations for church prac-
tice. In 1848, “Zion” was added to the name of
the New York AM.E. church to honor the
name of their first church, as well as to distin-
guish this group from the Philadelphians,

From its earliest beginnings, the A.M.E. Zion
Church has been known for its spirit of reform
and activism. In the 19t century, the church
was inn the forefront of the antislavery move-
ment. Several of the best-known black aboli-
tionists, including Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Tubman, and Sojourner Truth, joined the
AM.E. Zion Church.

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN MIDDLETOWN

When Middletown’s Cross Street A.M.E. Zion
Church was founded, slavery was still legal in
Connecticut. In 1820, 97 slaves and 7,844 free
people of color lived in the state. According to
the 1830 census, Middletown’s population was
6,892, Of these residents, 209 were people of
color, all of them free. Freedom, however, did
not automatically bring basic rights. Education
and voting rights were hard to come by in
Connecticut in the early 19th century.

Middletown’s earliest group of settlers was all
white. But as early as 1661, black slaves from
Barbados have been documented living in
Middletown. By the mid 1700s, Middletown
was Connecticut’s largest city, and over 200
slaves lived here. At least two slave dealers had
offices in Middletown in the 1770s. The 1790
census documents 167 African Americans in
Middletown, 110 of whom were slaves, and 57
of whom were free. A series of laws offered
freedom to limited numbers of black people. A
1792 law freed all Connecticut slaves between
the ages of 25 and 45, and a 1797 law held that
no person of color bern after August 1797
would remain enslaved after the age of 21.
Although there were no more slaves in
Middletown by 1830, slavery was not fully
abolished in the state until 1848.

THE FOUNDING OF CROSS STREET A.M.E.
ZION CHURCH IN MIDDLETOWN

The A.M.E. Zion Church in Middletown may
date back as early as 1823, not long after James
Varick and his <ohorts left the Methodist
Episcopal Church for good. Many sources,
however, suggest that the first meetings began
five years later, in 1628. Although the exact
date of its beginning is not certain, we do know
that several African-American men fFom
Middletown assembled in the Cross Street
home of Asa Jeffrey, a seaman, and his son,
George W. Jeffrey, a laborer. Rev. James
Anderson, a Methodist minister from New
Haven, served as the first preacher, and the
founding trustees were Asa Jeffrey, Joseph
Gilbert, John Hamilton, Ebenezer DeForest,
and George W. Jeffrey. Cross Street Church was
one of the earliest black churches in
Connecticut and the first in Middletown. Its
original church building was completed in
May, 1830, en a lot purchased from Henry
Paddock a year earlier. This first church was
located on the South side of Cross Street, fac-
ing what was then the head of Mt Vernon
Street, on a site that is today occupied by the
Wesleyan University Science Center.

Cross Street Church grew alongside its neigh-
bor, Wesleyan University. In the early years of
both the church and the University, Wesleyan
students, many of them already experienced
ministers, often preached or led Sunday scheol
classes at the church. They also collected a
small library for the church members. By 1867,
the congregation had outgrown the original 39°
by 31° church, and a new, larger church was
erected on the same site. A parsonage was built
next door to the church in 1889. In the early
1920s, Wesleyan expanded, adding the Hall
Memorial Laboratory of Chemistry, which was
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