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Directory Information


*Type of Site (check one):

Underground Railroad  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Underground Railroad  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Abolitionist  FORMCHECKBOX 

Amistad  FORMCHECKBOX 

Concept of Freedom  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Civil Rights Era  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Military Sites  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Women in Freedom  FORMCHECKBOX 

· Connecticut Firsts  FORMCHECKBOX 

*Site Access (check one):

Open to Public  FORMCHECKBOX 

Private Property  FORMCHECKBOX 


*Site Name: Tapping Reeve Law School

*Description: Out of his home on South Street, attorney Tapping Reeve developed the first curriculum for teaching common law and opened the first law school in the United States.  The Litchfield Law School launched the town into regional and national prominence.  Ultimately, the small law school would boast of having educated two vice-presidents of the United States, as well as fourteen governors, fourteen members of the federal cabinet, twenty-eight U.S. Senators, 100 members of the House of Representatives, three members of the U.S. Supreme Court, and many state and local public officials. Tapping Reeve’s success with the law school and the law he taught his students was critical in the arguments used in the Amistad case. Shortly after Judge Judson’s initial hearing on the USS Washington, Dwight P. Janes, an abolitionist from New London, contacted Roger Sherman Baldwin, an attorney known as a defender of justice for the less fortunate. Baldwin, who attended the law school in 1812, was the primary lawyer for the Amistad Africans and argued their case all the way to the Supreme Court. 

            
*Address: 82 South Street   
            
*City: Litchfield
            
State: CT
            
*Zip: 06759
            
*Phone: (860) 567-4501
                       
Web Site URL: http://www.litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org/index.php
           

