
Ham Primus biographical sources: 
 

Birth:  Branford Vital Records (Barbour) - Ham Primus b. 7 Jun 1787. 
 

 
 
New Haven Register article 15 Jul 1886 p.1  

 
 
1800 census - Malachi Linsley - 1 slave 

 
 

1810 census - Malachi Linsley - 1 slave 

 

 
Ham Primus - Seamans Certificate #86  (Mystic Seaport records)- 6 Jun 

1810 (b. 1787) 

 



Marriage:  North Branford Congregational Church Record, vol III p. 303. 
Ham Primus m. Henrietta Asher on 10 Apr 1811.  Henrietta Asher (aka: 

Temperance Asher was the daughter of Gad Asher.  Gad Asher was a slave 
who served for his master during the American Revolution.) 

 
 

Some of his children were born (and died) in North Guilford, baptized at St. 
John's Church, and attended school. 

 
Thomas Fitch book of records: 

 

 

St. John's Episcopal Church Records: baptism 

 

St. John's Episcopal Church Records: Death 

 

 
 

 
1820 census - North Guilford 



 
 

1822 school records (Guilford Keeping Society) 

 

 
 
Ham removed to North Branford and worked for Malachi Linsley.  From the 

diary of Malachi Linsley, transcribed by Jane Bouley, Branford Town 
Historian. 



 



 
 

 
 



Ham's son, Holdridge Primus, was an organizing member/officer of Colored 

Free Masons in Hartford on 13 May 1859. 

 
This shows a family that went from slavery to freedom to homeownership to 

prominence in Hartford.  The term "uncle" was given to African Americans 
(and I've seen it also to Native Americans) as a term of endearment and 

respect. 
 
 


