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OUR BETURNING SOLDIERS.

THE 20TH AND 31ST COLORED TROOPI—THEIR
ARRIVAL TS MORNING.

The steawer Granits State let Kew York-at
§:30 a. m., yesterday, with eight hundred--and
thirty officers and men;of the 20th (colored) regis
ment, and came upruxe rver a.sfar as South
Glastenbury, where, owing to’ the' diﬁcnlty ol‘
navigating, the night'being-so dark, shé'tied up
aud was to remain fill’this morning. It was
supposed untl} midnight that the resiment, woald
comc:thmng‘h"md & large " erowd "ol people

Wajted-at; the ity -Hall | “expecting every mig-
th Nearthe'bbat Had landdd.’ “A't this time
Samsmoway.llketha solitaTy HorSeinan réached
town overland from. the decks of the (;mnneY
and reported ihe* seoadition of “things. There
was miich disappointment s!r'l.'b_ei{;ﬁouncemcnt’,
and some of the guh who,. were expecung th’eir
Jahnng’a were qui'.e Indignant. -.;_ oL

-~The 29th was Taised under amhomy of’fﬁq
War Degartment, aod,’ théugh stiletly Co§11
nécticut regimeut and,credited on the quota ‘of
the State, has been attached to the United States
Voluntecrs, and 1ts officers have received thels,
appolntment ;direct from. :the-War Depanmeut‘
thoso who left: the State with it belug commls-
sioned upon thc nomination of Goreruor Buck«
jugbam, “The regiment rendezvoused at New.
Haven and was filled to the maxtmum (over one!
thousand meén).‘on the- 12 o J.\nnm 1504,
It left by steawer March, 10th, for Ammpolu,
Ad,, under command of Colonel Wou. B: Wooster,,
formerly Licutenant Colonel'of the 20th C. V.,
and upon arriving iu Mar) l:md was attached to
thefNintl" Army Cok'p= Major General Burrside
commapding. On the 8t of April it embarked
at Apnapolis, sailed to the Department of the
South, and was assigned to duty at-Beaufort, S.
C. Here it remained until August 8th, and then
procecded to, Lermuda- Hundred, Va., arriviog
there on the 13!.11 Jjust in W& 10 participate iu
the dexnunsLmLion.s :wmm the enemy on the
following day. - From the 9Gth of August uctil
the 24th of Sepumher, tbie regiment was on duty
in ‘the woiks befuré I’elcrsburg, then marched to
the rear, and on thé 25th of September, with the
10th Army Corps, crossed: the James river and
100k part in the admnce toward Richmond. Up
to October 20t "its casu.;lues Were ‘one hundred
and forty-three; killed and ‘wounded. In a de-
wnonstration’ agafnst the enewmy’s lines on the
27th and 28th of October, the regimeat bore a
conspicuona part. Ad}umnt ‘Brown, writing of
this movement _at the time to General Morse,
said :
~ “We feel a peculiar pride in knowing that ia
this, onr first time at the extreme front, we have.
1x6!.ou1y gnined:bonor ourselves, but also added
rétiown to the Stafe that sent us forth, a black
regiment bearing her name upon our Luuuer.

*From Generals Birney and Hawley, who per-
sronally congratulated us; from General Double-
day commanding the bnoade, and Colonel Wright
of General meey’s staft, we Mave received cou-
gratulations and praise for the gallaut conduct
of our nuen. ' ‘They have doane all that I could
have asked of them” said General Hawley, ‘I am
perfectly  satisfied.” "Orders were never more
cheerfully and promptly complied-with than those
we received,

“Through twenty- -three hours on the ekirmish
line, and the men excessively fatigued, I beg to
call 3peclal attention to the mc: that there are
none alssing ”

Captain T. E. Cnmp, \vho comm\n(lcd the regi-
mcat on the occasion - referred to, wrote to the
Ad;utaut General as follows .

I take great pleasure in repotting the univer-
sn) steadiness and good bebavior of the officers
and men, and when all:did so- well it is almost
imposs[ble to mention any particular cases with-
outinjustice to others, "¥irst Sergeant Jacob F.
Spencer, of Co. D., with the assistance of three
nien whom he called to- his aid, captured three
prisoners belonging 'to the 11th’ -South Carolina
regitnent. I went into the actlon with thirteen
officers and five' bundred and tweuty-one men.
The casualties were one captain wounded, twelve
men hliod and s\xty-e}ghl. wounded none miss-
ing.” . .

Subscqucut]y the mguucm. was ordered to
New Orle:ms, :mtl has bcen in that department
several months. Ruports of its doiugs have been
sent direct to the War Department, and there
are no files o the office of the Adjutant General
to enable us to make further natice.

The 31ut Colored Troans. |

 Upon the completo orzganization of the 29th
C. Y., it was proposed. to organize another cul-
ored regiment to bo_designated the 20th, there
being a surplus of mien recruited. which would
for 2 nucleus, bat only four ‘companies were
raised, and these were cousolidated into the 3ist!
Uum-d States colored tmops on the 1Sth of May,
1804." These troops ¢ d in the 8!
against’ Richmond, aud' ‘like their brothers o
arms aud color v.uned much ‘credit -for their cffi-
cleney and brav ery. Subsequently they proceed-
ed to the department ofthe Gu!f. They arrived in
New York yesterday, and left there at 4 o'clock’
p- m.,and will reach bere this morning, probably
betwween § and 9 o'clock. The battalion has five
hundred and nlueteen men, under command of
Colonel Ward, formerly Assistant Adjutant Geu-
eral of this -State. Sixty men were wmustered
out iu New O:leans at their own request. - -

THE RECEPTION TO-DAY.

“The non-artival of the 20th will Uring it
along with the 3lst, and ULoth regiments will
be received to-day bythe city authorities, the
City Guard and Buckingham Rifles, under com-
mand of Captain John K. Williams, acting as es-
cort. Governor Buckingham will deliver an ad
dress of welcome, as will also Colonel Wm. B.
Woovter of Derby, fonnerly colonel of :the 29th. .
There will be 2 parade through the principal,
strects, and the display will -be well worth wit-
nessing. Fourteen hundred ' black soldiers, who
have gone forth to Dbattle for many white men
who have remained at bome and abused them |
and their race—these iu line aunm to feel proud
of their achie¥ emenl.s and Joyal luen nnd wowen
will be proud of them. Give them.a hearty wel-
come; fling the good old flag.out; aud let them i
fcel tat the people of Hartford apprecxate patri-,
otism and pluck in 2 black ‘fhati, 2% Well jas jn I
a white.”

’l‘hc *peechea of “elcomc will be made at the
btale House, after wbich the collation, and then
3 lige of warch will Le takea up 23 follows: Up
Main to Pr:m. ‘street} dowi Dratt to Trpmbull;
up Tnuubuu to Church, down Church to Ann; I
up Ann to North Main, and down Mainto Buck~
ingham; up Buckingbam to Washington, thence :
tu camp on Park street. = - i
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Recention of Colored Reziments.

THE 207T11:AND 815T AT HOME—AN ENTHUSIAS-
TIC WELCOME-—~ADDRESSES BY GOV.BUCKING-~
HAYM, GEN, HAWLEY AND COL. WOOSTER.

" The Twenty-ninth (colored) regiment and tbe
Thirty-first C. T.,both numbering about fourteen
hundred officers and men, arrived here yester-
day forcnoon ; on the steamers City of . Hartford
and Granite State. They were furnished with a
fine collation at the City Hall, everything being

creditably arranged, and afterwards assembled at
Nantral Rawm whara thav wars walpnmed tn the

city by Mayor Stillmau, who said: - | .

Gentlemen, &ﬂm:, and” Soldiers:—In behalf of the’
City of Hartford 1-am here this morning to bid you wel-
come. “Wo rcjolca at this opportunity to express to _you
onr satisfiction with your sexvices. - We believe you have
done your duty, and your whole duty, avd for thls we

ive you arcordial greeting., [Appluuse.] 1 now beg
ﬁﬂ,la\‘e w0 introduce to you His Excellency Guvernor Buck-

. The Governor appeared, and was given three
hearty cheers. Ha said: .

SPEECIT OF GOVERNOR BUCKINGRAM.

Officers and Soldiers of the 29th and 315t Kegimenis:—
A Jittle more thaw four aud a half years ugo the President
called for troopa to suppress a rebellfon ugainst ¢ govern-
meut which some beteved war established for the excla-
wive benefit of white men. Those who eutertained that
optnion did not offer their services, their nrwes wero not
onrolled fn the Unton army. But hunareds of thousands
who belleved in the principles ofifterty as sot furth in the
Peclamtion of Inder 1 ily respoudetl to
the eall. It was, hlowever, soon found that the black man
was juterested in the result of tha conlict between the
government and 1ts enemics, aud Lo’ was invited to take
part In the struggle. ln obedlence o' tbat lnvitatlon,
you tepdered your gorvices and were‘arganized fntothese
Teginents und pent Into the feld under officers who for
ability and fidelity have been seldom cquallad. -

1 bave watched your course with- great interest. You
went to Annapolls; the 20th went to Hilton Head; you
guarded and preserved publle_order in Beaufort, 8. C.;
voa were ordercd to Bermuda Hundred, and entered the
tronches befers Petersburg, where more than sixty of
vour ntober were killed and wounded; you crossed the
James and battled the enemics of your country, and lost
on the 2¢th of October, 1564, in killed and wounded, eighty
of your comrades,

You havs this Lonorable {estimony fromn yunr general
that ‘-you had dune nli that he conld have asked.” Your
courage-and valor were not abated ind you are credited
with huving been the tirstinfantry thatentered Richmond
after Leu's army had been driven out.” Nor Lave you of
the 318t been Jers brave and taithful. - The 30tk of July,
1664, that terrible day on which you entsred the explo-led
mines befora Potersburg with 313 otficers and men, suc
caine out of tha dead struggle with only ‘163, will ever
atand in history &9 testimony to your courage and fideli-
1y. From V. 1a you were ordered to Texns, and hav-
ing dono your duty thers have nnw returned for your last
muster. So far as I Lavo boen able to lesru in every po-
sition you have rendered valuabls service to vour coun-
1rv anu won hopor for yourselves aud your race.

For all these sorvices I taadler you, bath oftlcers and
men, my grateful acknowledgments, and the thanks of
my tollow-citizens _ In tholr name I greet you with a
cordlal welcome, I welcome you trom sleeplers watche
ings, from 1 i anrches, from the pri of the
camp, and from the dangers of the batile-fleld, to" the
rest, tho pleasures and the dutjes which pertatz to peace,
to home, and civil life. The revolution in which wo
have been engaged, and in which you have taken an no-
tive and 1 ing part, has re ] one of the greatest
obstacles to'1he advaucemout of ibarty, and enabiles me
to welcome you to higher Lopes of future good. L

And althougt Counecticut now denles you privileges
which It grants to othery, for-no other apparent reason
than because (od bas made you to differ In complexion,
vet justice will notalways stand afar off. Ko patient; be
trus to yourselves. Rewemb'r that merlt conalsts not
in color or in birth, but in hablts of industry, in intelicct-
nal ability and moml character. “Cultivate these charac-
toristica of irue worth. Show by your acyulrements and
your devotion to duty in civil life, that you arenstrie to
virtue and tha interests of government and country, as
you hiave been whila In the army, and sona tha yolce ofa
najority of livorty-loving froemen will be heard denaad.
ing for you every right and every privilege to which your
intelligence aud morul cliaracter ahall entitle you. Agaln
I ask you to acoept my thanksfor your patriotic services,
and my best wishea for your: prosperity and lhappiness.
(Great applause.)

Colonel Wi. B. Wooster, formerly colonel of
the 20th, was next introduced, and glven three
cheers. He testified to the bravery and endur-
ange of colored soldiers, and sald they deserved
more honor because when they entered the ser-
vice their pay was but seven dollars a month, aud
it was known that every black soldier captured
by the rebels would suffer punishment by death.
His speech was well received.

General Hawley wasgreeted with three cheara,
He spoke of his having commanded the division
of black soldiers at the time of the movementon
the Darbytown Road, Va.,October 20th and 27th,
1804, and by his orders"the -20th regiment was
thrown out as skirmishers.. He told how well
the men behaved at thattime, and deseribed
minutely how they stood in the thick woods, ctc.,
and the soldiers remembering the positions re-
ferred to by the general, responded, “That’s so,”
“Shaw't forget that,” “Guess we was there,” ete.
General H. then spoke of :he wonnded, and said
he thought then as now, that a black nan’s
blood was worth as much for liberty as anybody’s.
He continued at some lerigth, and closed by say-
ing substantlally : “With the history of the war,
and the record of its soldiers before me, I say
now, and always shall say, that every man whom
the Lord made, irrespective of color, {3 entitled,
pot only tohis liberty, but, according to his la-
telligence and moral worth, to all the rights and
privileges of a citizen of his country.” .(Great
cheering.

At the conclusion of the speeches the soldiers,
escorted;'by the City Guard and Buckingbam
Rifles, headed by Colt’s Band, marched through
the streets on the route published yesterday, to
the campon Park sireet. Signs of earnest wel-
come were manifest 'on everyside. Ladies, from
windows, waved their handkerchiefs, and flags 1
werg liberally displayed, and crowds on the side- i
walks Indulged n many favorable remarks rela-
tive to the pluck of the black soldlers—something ;
we didn’t hear a fow yearsago. The men having
but just left a vessel after a long and tedious sea
voyage, and comlag too, from Texas, where they
have been obliged to lead a rough sort of life,
didn’t, of course, look a3 they would to appearon
dress parade, but their rough-looking clothing
aud slouched hats, did not lessen the admiration
for their hercism and falthful performance of
duty.
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