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« ception of the death of Fooni who was drowned in the Canal
Basin), but we have extracts from A4 History of the Amisted
Captives by John W. Barber; reminiscences as told by the
late Elijah Lewis to Miss Julia Brandegee in 1898; and personal
recollections written in 19o1 by Julia (Strong) Brown, daughter
of Dr. Chauncey Brown. Sixty years after the Mendians had
left Farmington, Charles Ledyard Norton recalled what he
could. And in 1941 a roving reporter for The New Yorker maga-
zine, chanced on a painting of Cinque in the Metropolitan Mu-
seum, sensed a story, and what with the Court Records of the
case and some imagination, wrote an excellent account of these
people and the important role they played in pre-abolishionist
days. East by Day by Blair Niles, published in 1940, gave a
vivid picture of the captive Africans and their self-appointed
masters, with a running story of the trials by which responsi-
bility was ﬁ}J_\ed and their status decided. Farmington was
scarcely mentioned in these accounts, but it was here the black
men and girls found homes and friends. They responded with
loyalty and sincere interest in the efforts made to educate them.
Probably what Farmington did for these captured people before
they were returned to Mendi land in Africa, was equalled if not
surpassed by what the Mendians did for the abelition of slavery.
Every newspaper north of the Mason and Dixon line gloried
in the human interest story. The entire episode of the forcible
removal of the free Africans, their agonizing voyage to Cuba
where they were sold and their own efforts, ill-advised, but
fundamental, to return to their home, struck a responsive and
sympathetic chord all through the North.

Captured by slave traders in 1839, chained in the hold of a
slave boat, so close to one another that one man’s knees em-
braced the back of another, with only four feet of headroom and
forcibly fattened for market, many died on the way to Cuba,
but forty-nine men and three young girls lived to bring $450
apiece.

Despite the acceptance by Spain in 1820, of 400,000 pounds
from England to relinquish slave trade, business was fairly
brisk in Cuba, with Government officials receiving their “cut.”
This particular load of Africans was sold to Don José Ruiz and
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6n Pedro Mantez. These two Spanish Dons set sail with their
rgo for the port of Guanaja, three hundred miles east of
avana, planning to sell the men and girls there. For this pur-
ise they chartered “a long, low, black schooner” of about 120
ns burden, with Captain Ferrer in command. Two days out,
ie of the captives was told by the cook, with a misplaced
nse of humor, that they were all being taken away to be killed
d eaten. This, one of the slaves testified later, “made our
sarts burn.” It was then that Cinque, vigorous, intelligent
:yond the others, took command of the situation, led the
utiny, killed the captain and compelled, so far as he under-
ood how to do so, his masters of two days, to sail the vessel
ick to Mendi. The portrait in the Metropolitan Museum is
.ptioned as being done by Nathaniel Jocelyn and owned by
he New Haven Colony Historical Society. It is exactly similar
detail to a reproduction of an engraving by John Sartain,
1blished in Farmington Village of Beautiful Homes and 1s a
scinating study of a strong, young black man. His eyes show
-ooding intelligence, the mouth is firm and the whole face is
t in lines of courage and leadership. These qualities he dem-
1strated many times in the next two years.
For two months the two Spanish Dons, now not masters, but
ounded and suffering after the mutiny, were forced to sail
ie vessel toward Africa during the day. Cinque had remem-
:red that on the trip to Cuba the rising sun was always back
“them, consequently, he reasoned, to return home, they would
il toward the rising sun. But at night, he was powerless and it
as then that the two Spaniards made their desperate efforts
' return to Cuba, by sailing east by day but west by night.
hey finally found themselves, after many adventures, off the

utheast coast of Long Island where they were taken by the |

oast Survey brig, the Washington, Lieutenant Gedney in
mmand. Taken from New London to New Haven for trial
| charges of murder and piracy, Cinque admitted that he had
lled the Captain of the Amisted and the cook, in order to gain
cedom for himself and his countrymen, (a privilege under-
ood in any country) and addressed his fellow prisoners on
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