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From John Pitkin Norton's diaries:

March 12. Captives set free.

March 16. The captives of the Amistad are coming en masse
tomorrow (to Farmington) to stay for a time and continue their
education. They are to be located in the wupper story of Mr.
Deming's building.

March 17. Father went to Berlin for Amistad freemen but
their coming was delayed. Carpenters (are) at work on their
bunks, bedding to be mere straw and a blanket. They sleep in

their clothes.

March 18. Went to RR at Berlin with Father. Found a dozen
sleighs waiting. 30 arrived by RR - small men, respectable
appearance, more so than any other body of colored persons I have
seen. They have the look and actions of men. I brought seven of
them and to my surprise found that I could easily talk with them.
They talked to each other in their own language, laughed and
joked a lot. They suffered such from the cold - plenty of
blankets in the sleigh but they were still cold. They have now
taken possession of their new quarters and in a few days people
will probably learn that these thirty Africans are not about to
murdexr every inhabitant.

March 19. The three girls arrived here this afternoon with
Mr. Lewis Tappan.

March 20. I went to see the Amistad negroes. Cingue is very
suspicious and looked with evident uneasiness at us. His face is
capable of a most savage expression. Kinna, the one that came wup
from New Haven yesterday with the 1little girls, is a very fine
looking, intelligent man.
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Sept. 8. Kinna and I cut up milkweeds and ﬁmﬂks, {(Hle  was)
very communicative, =saying that que is very strong and brave,
never gets angry. 1f Cingus had told them to fight, they would
almost have killed someone. He told the story of their capture
and convevance to Cuba and facts about the Mendi country. ©On the
way +to Cuba, they had scarcely any water and were sometimss
brought up on deck to take fresh air and chained there 1in thse
full bhlaze of the tropical sun. This was so intolerahle that
they often begged to go below again.
Nov. 17. Grand farewell to the Mendis at church. A great
crowd, house and gallery filled. Dr. Hawes preache :
and uhere were exercises from the Mendi as well as ral
Cingue delivered a speech in Mendi. Mr. Williams explained the
need for funds and in a few minutes $1150 was subscribed.
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executed a barbarlc dance on the lawn for my entertainment
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