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Foreward

The Amistad Revolt was more than just another incident in the long,
tortuous struggle against slavery in our country. Many courageous acts are
recorded of Africans fighting to regain their freedom against unbelievable
odds, by seizing the slave ships bearing them as cargo—sometimes even
returning safely to Africa. Yet none of these matches the historic
significance of the Amistad Revolt.

The circumstances surrounding the heroic deeds of the Amistad captives
had the result of raising the entire campaign against slavery to a new height
of effectiveness and intensity. The diverse and contending groups of
Abolitionists found a new unity in the Amistad campaign. Through that
unity they established a force that was decisive in bonding together the
moral imperative, in which slavery was evil, with the changing conditions of
a growing industrial nation, in which slavery was ill-suited. The use of the
legal system in the Amistad proceedings as the primary instrument for
change—bitterly disputed by the anti-slavery movement at the time—was
the forerunner of the legal victories that were decisive to the movement for
civil rights in our own time. Both then and now, the unity of Blacks and
Whites was crucial to victory.

Ironically, the Supreme Court decision that concluded the campaign to
free the Amistad captives, brought here against their will to be subjected to
lifelong bondage, did not even address the question of slavery itself. Yet
the consequences of that campaign led directly to the final abolition of
slavery in the United States.

On September 26, 1992, the Amistad Committee dedicated the bronze
statue of Sengbe Pieh (Cinque), leader of the Amistad captives, created by
Ed Hamilton. It stands in front of the City Hall of New Haven, Connecticut,
on the exact site where the Sierra Leoneans were jailed.

This pamphlet reproduces a contemporary account of the trial printed in
1840, followed by a more recent appraisal of the Amistad events. Not only
does it contribute to multi-cultural education; it describes a decisive and
heroic event in the fashioning of our country's history and culture. In doing
so, this pamphlet makes a strong case for incorporating the Amistad story
into the U.S. history curriculum of every school system. It is to that end the

Amistad Committee is committed.

Alfred L. Marder, President
February 1993
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PREFACE.

The capture of the Amistad with her cargo of native Africans, and
the peculiar circumstances of the case, have excited an unusual
degree of interest in this country, and in Burope. A correct
statement of the facts of this extra-ordinary case, is deemed
desirable, and the compiler has availed himself of the facilities at his
command, for the attainment of this object. Free use has been made
of what Professor Gibbs, of Yale College, and others, have published
respecting the Africans. The compiler has also had the opportunity
of personal conversation with them, by means of James Covey, the

Interpreter, and had confined himself to a bare relation of facts.

J. W.B.

NEeEw HaveN, Ct., MAY, 1840

Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1840, by John W.
Barber and Edmund L. Barber, in the Clerk's Office of the District
Court of Connecticut.




HISTORY

OF THE

AMISTAD CAPTIVES, &C.

During the month of August, 1839, the
public attention was somewhat excited by
several reports, stating that a vessel of
suspicious and piratical character had been
seen near the coast of the United States, in
the vicinity of New York. This vessel was
represented as a "long, low, black schooner,”
and manned by blacks. The United States
steamer Fulton, and several Revenue Cutters,
were dispatched after her, and notice was
given to the Collectors at various sea ports.

The following, giving an account of the
capture of this vessel, and other particulars,
is taken from the "New London Gazette."

"The suspicious looking schooner” capture d
and brought in this port.

Much excitement has been created in Ney
York for the past week, from the report of
several Pilot Boats having seen a clipper-built
schooner off the Hook, full of negroes, and in
such condition as to lead to the suspicion that
she was a pirate. Several Cutters and naval
vessels are said to have been dispatched in
pursuit of her, but she has been most
providentially captured in the Sound, by
Capt. Gedney, of the surveying Brig
Washington. We will no longer detain the
reader, but subjoin the official account of the
capture, very politely furnished to us by one
of the officers.

"U.S. Brig Washington"

New London, Aug. 26th, 1839.)

"While this vessel was sounding this day
between Gardner's and Montauk Points, a
schooner was seen lying in shore off Culloden
Point, under circumstances so suspicious as to
authorize Lieut.Com.Gedney to stand in to
see what was her character--seeing a number
of people on the beach with carts and horses,
and a boat passing to and fro, a boat was
armed and dispatched with an officer to board
her.
negroes were discovered on her deck, and
twenty or thirty more were on the beach--two
white men came forward and claimed the
protection of the officer. The schooner proved
to be the 'Amistad,’ Capt Ramonflues, from
the Havannah, bound to Guanajah, Port
Principe, with 54 blacks and two passengers
on board; the former, four nights after they
were out, rose and murdered the captain and

On coming along side, a number of

three of the crew--they then took possession of

the vessel, with the intention of returning to
the coast of Africa. Pedro Montez, Passenger,
and Jose Ruiz, owner of the slaves and a part
of the cargo, were only saved to navigate the
vessel. After boxing about for four days in the

Bahama Channel, the vessel was steered for
the Island of St. Andrews, near New
Providence--from thence she went to Green
Key, where the blacks laid in a supply of
water. After leaving this place the vessel was
steered by Pedro Montez, for New Providence,
the negroes being under the impressioin that
she was steering for the coast of Africa--they
would not however permit her to enter the
port, but anchored every night off the coast.
The situation of the two whites was all this
time truly deplorable, being treated with the
greatest severity, and Pedro Montez, who had
charge of the naviagation, was suffering from
two severe wounds, one on the head and one
on the arm, their lives being threatened every
instant. He was ordered to change the course
again for the coast of Africa, the negroes
themselves steering by the sun in the day
time, while at night he would alter ther
course so as to bring them back to thelf
original place of destination. They remained
three days off Long Island, to the eastward of
Providence, after which time they were %
months on the ocean, sometimes steering '
the eastward and whenever an occasio”
would permit, the whites would alter the



course to the northward and westward,
always in hopcs of falling in with some vessel
of war, or being enabled to run into some
port, when they would be relieved from their
horrid situation. Several times they were
boarded by vessels; once by an American
schooner from Kingston; on these occasions
the whites were ordered below, while the
negroes communicated and traded with the
vessels; the schooner from Kingston supplied
them with a demijon of water for the
moderate sum of one doubloon--this schooner,
whose name was not ascertained, finding that
the negroes had plenty of money, remained
lashed alongside 'Amistad for twenty-four
hours, though they must have been aware all
that was not right on board, and probably
suspected the character of the vessel--this was
on the 18th of the present month; the vessel
was steered to the northward and westward,
and on the 20th instant, distant from New
York 25 miles the Pilot Boat #3 came
alongside and gave the negroes some apples.
She was also hailed by No. 4: when the latter
boat came near, the negroes armed
themselves and would not permit her to board
them; they were so exasperated with the two
whites for bringing them so much out of their
way, that they expected every moment to be
murdered. On the 24th they made Montauk
Light and steered for it in the hope of running
the vessel ashore, but the tide drifted them up
the bay and they anchored where they were
found by the Brig Washington, off Culloden
Point. The negroes were found in
communication with the shore, where they
laid in a fresh supply of water, and were on
the point of sailing again for the coast of
Africa. They had a good supply of money,
some of which it is likely, was taken by the
people on the beach. After disarming and
sending them on board from the beach, the
leader jumped overboard with three hundred
doubloons about him, the property of the
Captain, all of which he succeeded in loosing
from his person, and then submitted himself
to be captured. The schooner was taken in
tow by the brig and carried into New
London."

"Tuesday, 12 o'clock,M.

We have just returned from a visit to the
Washington and her prize, which are riding
at anchor in the bay, near the fort. On board
the former we saw and conversed with the
two Spanish gentlemen, who were passengers
on the board the schooner, as well as owners
of the negroes and most of the cargo. One of
them, Jose Ruiz, is a very gentlemanly and
intelligent young man, and speaks English
fluently. He was the owner of the most of the
slaves and cargo, which he was conveying to
his estate on the Island of Cuba. The other,
Pedro Montez, is about fifty years of age, and
is the owner of three of the slaves. He was
formerly a ship master and has navigated the
vessel since her seizure by the blacks. Both of
them, as may be naturally supposed, are most
unfeignedly thankful for their deliverance.
Jose Pedro is the most striking instance of
complacency and unalloyed delight we have
ever witnessed, and it is not strange, since
only yesterday his sentence was pronounced
by the chief of the bucanniers, and his death
song chanted by the grim crew, who gathered
with uplifted sabres around his devoted head,
which, as well as his arms, bear the scars of
several wounds inflicted at the time of the
murder of the ill-fated captain and crew. He
sat smoking his Havanna on the deck, and to
judge from the martyr-like serenity of his
countenance, his emotions are such as rarely
stir the heart of man. When Mr. Porter, the
prize master, assured him of his safety, he
threw his arms around his neck, while
gushing tears coursing down his furrowed
cheek, bespoke the overflowing transport of
his soul. Every now and then he clasped his
hands, and with uplifted eyes, gave thanks to
"the Holy Virgin" who had led him out of his
troubles. Senor Ruiz has given us two letters
for his agents, Messrs. Shelton, Brothers &
Co. of Boston; and Peter A. Harmony & Co. of
New York. It appears that the slaves, the
greater portion of whom were his, were very
much attached to him, and had determined
after reaching the coast of Africa, to allow
him to seek his home what way he could,
while his poor companion was to be sacrificed.



On board the brig we also saw Cingue, the
master spirit of this bloody tragedy, in irons.
He is about five feet eight inches in height, 25
or 26 years of age, of erect figure, well built
and very active. He is said to be a match for
any two men on board the schooner. His
countenance, for a native African, is
unusually intelligent, evincing uncommon
decision and coolness, with a composure
characteristic of true courage, and nothing to
mark him a malicious man.

By physiognomy and phrenology, he has
considerable claim to benevolence. According
to Gall and Spurzheim, his moral sentiments
and intellectual faculties predominate
considerably over his animal propensities. He
is said, however, to have killed the Captain
and crew with his own hand, by cutting their
throats. He also has several times attempted
the life of Senor Montez, and the backs of
several poor negroes are scored with scars of
blows inflicted by his lash to keep them in
subjection. He expects to be executed, but
nevertheless manifests a sang froid worthy of
a stoic under similar circumstances.

With Captain Gedney, the surgeon of the
port, and others, we visited the schooner,
which is anchored within musket shot of the
Washington, and there we saw such a sight as
we never saw before and never wish to see
again. The bottom and sides of this vessel are
covered with barnacles and sea-grass while
her rigging and sails presented an
appearance worthy of the Flying Dutchman,
after her fabled cruise. She is a Baltimore
built vessel, of matchless model for speed,
about 120 tons burthen, and about six years
old. On her deck were grouped amid various
goods and arms, the remnant of her Ethiop
crew, some decked in the most fantastic
manner, in silks and finery, pilfered from the
cargo, while others, in a state of nudity,
emaciated to mere skeletons, lay coiled upon
the decks. Here could e seen a negro with
white pantaloons, and the sable shirt which
nature gave him, and a planter's broad
brimmed hat upon his head, with a string of
gewgaws about his neck; and another with a
linen cambric shirt, whose bosom was worked
by the hand of some dark-eyed daughter of
Spain, while his nether proportions were
enveloped in a shawl of gauze or Canton

crape. Around the windlass were gathereq
the three little girls, from eight to thirteen
years of age, the very images of health ang
gladness.

Over the deck were scattered in the most
wanton and disorderly profusion, raisins,
vermicelli, bread, rice, silk, and cotton goods,
In the cabin and hold were the marks of the
same wasteful destruction. Her cargo
appears to consist of silks, crapes, calicoes,
cotton, and fancy goods of various
descriptions, glass and hardware bridles,
saddles, holsters, pictures, looking-glasses,
books, fruit, olives and olive oil, and "other
things too numerous to mention"--which are
now all mixed up in a strange and fantastic
medley. On the forward hatch we
unconsciously rested our hand on a cold
object, which we soon discovered to be a
naked corpse, enveloped in a pall of black
bombazine. On removing its folds, we beheld
the rigid countenance and glazed eye of a poor
negro who died last night. His mouth was
unclosed and still wore the ghastly expression
of his last struggle. Near him, like some
watching fiend, sat the most horrible creature
we ever saw in human shape, an object of
terror to the very blacks, who said that he
was a cannibal. His teeth projected at almost
right angles from his mouth, while his eyes
had a most savage and demoniac expression.

We were glad to leave this vessel, as the
exhalations from her hold and deck, were like
any thing but "gales wafted over the gardens
of Gul." Captain Gedney has dispatched an
express to the United States Marshal, at New
Haven, while he has made the most humane
arrangements for the health and comfort of
the prisoners and the purification of the prize.
There are now alive 44 negroes, 3 of whom
are girls; about 10 have died. They have been
at sea 63 days. The vessel and cargo were
worth forty thousand dollars when they left
Havana, exclusive of the negroes, who cost
from 20 to 30 thousand dollars. Vessel and
cargo insured in Havana.

There is a question for the laws of
Admiralty to decide, whether Captain Gedney
and his follow officers are entitled to prize oF
salvage money. To one or the other they aré
most surely entitled, and we hope they wil



get their just dues. Captain Gedney, when he
first espied the Amistad, was running a line
of sounding towards Montauk Point. He had
heard nothing of this vessel being on the coast
till after his arrival in this port.”

The Amistad, as has been stated, anchored
off Culloden Point, on the ___of August, and
the Africans went on shore to get a supply of
water for their voyage. It appears that three
of their number went up to some of the
houses in the vicinity of their landing place,
and bought of the inhabitants one or more
dogs, for which they paid at the rate of three
doubloons each. Capt. Green and some others
who were on this part of the island, having
heard of these circumstances, and having
seen the account of the "suspicious looking
schooner” in the newspapers, concluded that
these black men were part of the crew of this
vessel. Capt. Green, with four or five others,
then proceeded to the shore, where they
found eight or ten blacks on the beach.
Cingue, the leader of the Africans, being one
of the number on shore, gave a whistle, upon
which all the blacks sprung around him: the
whites then ran to their wagons for their
guns. The blacks seeing this, sat down, and
soon came to parley with Capt. Green, giving
up to him two guns, a knife, and a hat, and
remained with him about four hours.

It appears from the testimony given on the
trial of the case, that the blacks having been
made to understand that there was a vessel of
war in pursuit of them, and that there were
no slaves or Spaniards in this part of the
country, agreed to give up the schooner to
Capt. Green, to be taken around to another
part of the island, from whence they wished
Capt. Green to carry them to Sierra Leone.
At this time, or soon after, Lieut. Gedney
having discovered the Amistad, dispatched a
boat with an armed force and took possession,
as has been related.

Cingue having been put on board of the
Washington, displayed much uneasiness, and
seemed so very anxious to get on board the

schooner, that his keepers allowed him to
return. Once more on the deck of the
Amistad, the blacks clustered around him,
laughing, screaming, and making other
extravagant demonstrations of joy. When the
noise had subsided, he made an address,
which raised their excitement to such a pitch,
that the officer in command, had Cingue led
away by force. He was returned to the
Washington, and was manacled to prevent his
leaping overboard. On Wednesday he
signified by motions, that if they would take
him on board the schooner again, he would
show them a handkerchief full of doubloons.
He was accordingly sent on board. His fetters
were taken off, and he once more went below,
where he was received by the Africans in a
still more wild and enthusiastic manner than
he was the day previous. Instead of finding
the doubloons, he again made an address to
the blacks, by which they were very much
excited. Dangerous consequences were
apprehended; Cingue was seized, taken from
the hold, and again fettered. While making
his speech, his eye was often turned to the
sailors in charge; the blacks yelled, leapt
about, and seemed to be animated with the
same spirit and determination of their leader.
Cingue, when taken back to the Washington,
evinced little or no emotion, but kept his eye
steadily fixed on the schooner.--The following
relative to the judicial investigation, &c. is
taken from a newspaper published in New
York:

"On Wednesday night, Captain Gedney
despatched an express to the U.S.Marshal at
New Haven, who gave information to his
Honor A. T. Judson, U.S. District Judge. On
Thursday morning, both these gentlemen
arrived, and after careful deliberation,
concluded to hold their Court on board the
Washington, then lying off the Fort, within
musket shot of the schooner. Lieut. Wolcott
kindly offered the services to the U. S. cutter
Experiment to take all interested on board
the Washington. The U. S. Marshal politely
took us under his protection.




JUDICIAL
INVESTIGATION.

At anchor, on board the U. S. cutter Washington,

New London, Aug. 29, 1839.

lHis Honor Andrew T. Judson, U. S.
District Judge, on the bench, C. A. Ingersol,
Esq. appearing for the U. S. District Attorney.
The Court was opened y the U. S. Marshal.
The clerk then swore Don Pedro Montez,
owner of part of the cargo, and three of the
slaves, and Don Jose Ruiz, also owner of part
of the cargo, and forty-nine of the slaves.
These gentlemen then lodged a complaint
against Joseph Cingue, (the leader in the
alledged offense,) Antonio, Simon, Lacis,
Peter, Martin, Manuel, Andrew, Edward,
Caledonis, Bartholomew, Raymond,
Augustine, Evaristo, Casimiro, Mercho,
Gabriel, Santaria, Escalastio, Paschal,
Estanilaus, Desiderio, Nicholas, Stephen,
Thomas, Corsino, Lewis, Bartolo, Julian,
Frederick, Saturnio, Lardusolado, Celistino,
Epifanio, Tevacio, Genancio, Philip, Francis,
Hipiloto, Venito, Tidoro, Vicinto, Dionecio,
Apolonio, Ezidiquiel, Leon, Julius,
Hippoloto,2d, and Zinon, or such of the above
as might be alive at that time. It was
ascertained that Joseph Cingue, and 38
others, were alive, and on the complaint an
indictment was framed charging them with
murder and piracy on board the Spanish
schooner Amistad.

Joseph Cingue, the leader, was brought
into the cabin manacled. He had a cord round
his neck, to which a snuff box was suspended.
He wore a red flannel shirt and duck
pantaloons.

Lieut. R. W. Meade, who speaks the
Spanish language both elegantly and fluently
acted as an interpreter between the
Spaniards and the court.

Several bundles of letters were produced,
saved from the Amistad, and such as were
unsealed, read. The contents being simply
commercial can be of no interest to the leader.
Among the papers were two licenses from the

commanded by Lieut. Gedney,

Governor of Havana, Gen.Ezpeleta, o
three slaves, owned by Pedro Montez, ,
the men saved, and 49 owned by Senor
Jose Ruiz, the other that has escapeq
allowing the said slaves to be transporteq s
Principe, and commanding said owners ,
report their arrival to the territorial Judge of
the district, in which Principe is situateq. A
license was found permitting Pedro Montey, ,
merchant of Principe, to proceed to Matanzag
and transact business, which was endorseq b;
the Governor of Havana, and the officer of th,
port.  Regular passports were produced
allowing the passengers to proceed to thej;
destination. A license was found permitting
Selestino Ferrers, a mulatto, owned by
Captain Ramon Ferrers, and employed as 5
cook, to proceed on the voyage. Other
licenses for each sailor were produced ang
read, all of which were regularly signed, and
endorsed by the proper authorities.

e for
ne of
Don

The Custom House clearance, dated the
18th of May, 1839, was produced. Also
another dated the 27th of June, 1839, all
regular. Several licenses permitting goods to
be shipped on board the Amistad, were read,
and decided to be regular.

Lieut. R. W. Meade testified that he wasin
the boat which boarded the Amistad, and
demanded the papers, which were
unhesitatingly delivered. Previous to this
demand Senor Don Jose Ruiz had claimed
protection for himself and Don Pedro Montez,
the only two white men on board. The
protection was immediately granted and the
vessel brought to New London.

Many of the events which are detailed in
the narrative, were omitted in the evidence 8
having no bearing on the guilt or innocencé of
the accused, in the present state of the
proceedings.

Senor Don Jose Ruiz was next sworh ar.‘d
testified as follows. I bought 49 slaves in
Havana, and shipped them on boar ’






