'{he begmmng of Black Hlstory

Month is an’ appropriate- tife o

“recall the story of the 29th Con
 pecticut Regiment, the state’s first
" regiment of black soldsers in the,
wal War, ¢
Orgamzcd and lramed at’ Fair

¢ Havan in early 1864, the 29th Reg- -

iment left New Haven on March
19" for Annapelis,
-roop ship Warrior. Alexandér H.
Newion, the regiment’s supply ser-
geam, recalled the occasion: “The:

- regiment paraded the streets while- )

Cmnultitudes looXed with wonder,

‘some  laughing, others’ cheenng, '

- miothérs with ‘their babies in their
arms  crying and holding on to-
their- husbands, as"they marched
- away to'do battle for the noblest of
‘causes, I ‘was a 'scene never to be
f@rgotten LT '

In late August 1863, the regx

" ment’s commander, Cu} William -
* B. Wooster of Derby, marched his -

“men inte into Virginia where the

‘Union'and Confederate armies, af-

*feria summer of tefrible battles,

faced each other in trenches

around the city of Petersburg, a

- few miles south of Richmond.

¥ “On- the 23rd- we: crossed the.

James River on the ,pontoon

*bridge,” wrote Newion We
" were soon in front of Petersburg,
' lookmg upon the doomed city. We

-were greeted by a shell from the.

¢ rebels ... Some- of the white sol-
" diers said, ‘See they are- taking

slaughter pen’ ... Truly, they had
* said- sof for 1 ncvcr saw . such a
‘scene that first night. Shot and

. ghell were Taining: fast around us, -

' ‘Henry Migs, 2 native of Affica;
" was killed. He died as a soldier,
" true 1o his adopted country ., .On.

: the 24th, Private Sam Bemm of -

_ Company E was also killed. Co-
Eonel Wooster was taken sick and
* was carried from the rifle pits to
the ‘rear. The rebels captured one
of our officers, while changing
those on picket. Two men from the

7 29th were slaughtered ..
" In early September the black
- soldiers plaved a key role in the
.capture of Fort Harrison, a strate-
* gic post between Petersburg and

' Richmoend. A soldier from another”

* regiment who watched the 29th in
action wrote, *“... The line of

breastworks are carried in one vig- -

orous charge, the enemy retreating
to a strong line a short distance to
the rear. ... Again Col. Wooster
gives the order to charge; and the
leveled bayonets press forward, at
first steadily and in order: but

Md,., on the

" {0 Col..
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‘vance is. for a moment - checked_‘ L

‘and a_fierce struggle ensues:

: . : : ‘and now, above cannon and mus-‘ b
"those colored soldiers to -the -

ketry, rise the ringing hurtahs of - p

lay they push quickly forward .’

assault. “The 29th pushed along

_nearly 600 sirong,” wrote one ob- _
server of the battle, “until they had: -
made  their way close up’ to. the

breastworks from which poured.a
heavy fire .
my opened upen: the 29th from a
battery in the angle of the works;

sweeping the line with shot and

shell ‘and threatening to render it

untenable. A well-directed rifle fire
silenced jt. The {Confederate) gun-
ners ‘fell at their guns. Comrades-

atternpted o crawl up; but they
were shot down or forced back and
the guns:remained as silent as if
they were spiked. The blacks ex-
hausted their ammunition, but re-

plcmshed Ihelr supply fmm the

Aoad

Late in  October, Gen: Gmm'f;'
made one last attempt to capture o
“Richmond before ‘winter set:im,;:
and, in this battle, the men of the”
29th. Connecticut were. employed 7
.as skirmishers leading the Union: -

. At this time, the ene-~

'way and arrived in- the: city ‘at

. the Negroes, as they leap with their . '
.. leader over the works, Without de- _

oners I was. not'
“The road was strewn: with all kinds'

-of obstacles and men ‘were lying all’
,along the distance of sevén miles

. ‘The. 29th ‘skirmished  alb the_l_

a.m. and were the: ﬁrst mfamry“"
that entered’ the city .

- Late in the summer of 1865 the'

29th amrived back in New. York:

“We marched to pier 28 East Riv- -
er,” wrote Newton, “where: the
steamboat (Granite: State was wait-
ing to carry us to- Hartford. The.

-distance was about 150 miles W=




