By VIVIAN B. MARTIN

WINDSOR — The smali
church on Hayden Station

Road dates back to the turn .

of the century.

It was founded by a South

Carolina preacher and re-
named 4in 1914 for Sandy
-Archer, a church -member

and former slave who lived

tu be 108.

Today the all-black con-

gregation of the Archer
Memorial A.M.E. Zion
Church is busy raising

money to replace its .old §

. building, which was con-
demne
the fund-raising has prompt-
ed

0

sense of what the

Joan W. Simmons is one of
those persons. In addition to

being a town counciiwoman

and a member of the Wind-
sor Historical Society, she is
an amateur historian with a
articular interest in the
,Hayden Station area, one of
the oldest neighborhoods in
the state’s oldest town.
. Historical projects involy-
ing that area abound on the
list of things Mrs. Simmons
wants to do when she has the
time, '

She has compiled a sketch

of the church's history, get-
ting much of her information
from the papers of Grace
Clapp, a2 Hayden Station
area resident who was a bo-
tanist and local historian.
Mrs. Clapp drew her data
from diaries that were auc-
tioned off with the rest of
- -her éstate after her death,

Additional information in
Mrs. Simmons’ history came

Emnres mrrmermere bl e m oeeldle TVLT

two years ago; and

_ed several non:members to
- - wdip-inte-the—past—to-get—a
the church'.
means to the town’s history. -

nancial assistance from
Frederick H. Thrall, de-
scribed as a philanthropist of
the day.

White " said his father
wasn’t onlv “religious but

COURANT PHOTS BY MICHAEL McANDREWS
The Acher. Meniorial A.M.E. Zion Church

in Windsor, top, has been condemned,
side are reminders of iis past.

A small man with'a mis-
chievous grin, White recalled
visits made by a’blind Rev.
Watts. White and his brother,
then young boys, had the
task of leading- Watts
around. He said.they.were
often tempted to. lead him
astray, but their gonselences
always got the™'better of
them. o

The church’s ‘second Wii- .

-ister, Byron Scott, in" 1915
had the church mioved from
its place in the-pines out
the road. The :qhgi:chj;_'was‘

moved by . horses:and  log
rollers and plenty of .volun: -
teers, and an addition to.the
church was built. Scott
carved a stone poting the

honor of Sdndy Archer
Tola English, 4'descen _
of the Hayden 'farnily''that.
first settled in 1635 in what -
. became krown as, Hayden
. Town, was only 4 ‘when
- Archer died. But she said-“]
can just about see hi .
She said he wore tan
pants, a blue shirt open at -
the neck, had' white  curly
hair and was “‘always.scru-"
pulously clean.";; She:sa
Archer was always, farting .

and the new official name.in

things around - i - old
wheelbarrow. .\ gc
Mrs. English, who, like hier

late cousin Miss 'Clapp,..is
considered a knowlegeable
local historian, said the
church once caught on fire -
when someone tried-to snuff
out a swarm of bees, Church
members used 4 nearby
chapel until repairs- were
made. C v
‘The congregation--new-
Seme of the people attend- uses facilities at the First -
ing the meetings were from Church in Windsor for
the ueighborhood. _Frelgd fund-raisers and’‘sérvices -,

Y. Y oY ww

but in-

that stopped daily at Hayden
Station.
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