THE

9TH I

January 28, 1997

We have found through our research that you, and yocur
family are descendents of men who fought in the War
between the State's, the Civil War. Your ancestor
was a volunteer in the Connecticut Twemty =-Ninth
Colcred Regiment C.V, Infantry. The 29th rendezvoued
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in Fair Haven, a part of New Haven, Connecticut in L 55
August, 1863, and soon after mustered into the Union
Army near Annapolis, Maryland in 1863. Attached is a
brief history of the Regiment,
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We Descendents of soldiers of the 29th will rendezvous February 15, 197 at 1:00
P.M. at the Dixwell Q House, 197 Dixwell Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut. We
will meet to organize a Descendents 0f The Connecticut Twenty-Ninth Colored
Regiment C.V. Infantry. By organizing we will commemorate and pay tribute to
our ancestor's and be able to muster and participate with other Descendent or=
ganization whose ancestor's also fought in Colored Regiments in the Civil War,.
We will join with the Massachusetts Colored Cavalry, 54th and 55th Regiments,
the famed Glory Regiment who fought so bravely at Fort Wagner, Scuth Carolina,
and other Descendent organizations from New York, Pennslvana, Maryland, Ohio,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Louisana, North and South Carolina.

This past year descendents of Black Regiments,, and concerned citizens of of
Washington D.C. gathered and marched to celebrate the first step in erecting a
national memorial in Washington D.C. to honox the black soldirs and sailors
who fought so gallantly in the Civil War, and without whose help, Abraham Lin-
coln said, "the Civil War could not have been won". Our ancestor's fought in
449 engagements, and 39 major battles, and suffered heavy losses in battles at
Chaffen Farms, Virginia, Fort Pillow, Tennessee., and Fort Wagner, South Caro-
lina. 37,638 men lost their lives, and sixteen black soldiers won the Con-
gressional Medal Of Honer The national memorial will havd all the names of
nearly 200,000 black soldiers and sailors engraved on the Monument, and our
ancestor's names will be there. Please join us in establishing this very sim-
portant historical organization,
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HISTORY

OF THE

TWENTY-NINTH (COLORED) REGT. C. V. INFANTRY.

Wwmirter sy Rev. Huenmy G, Maranasn, rare Cavrainy or Cowmrany I, Twexty-Nmvtz Covneoricur VoLUNTEERS.
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HE earliest recruit for this regiment was enlisted
August 11, 1863, but most of the mon cane to the
regiment. at its rendezvous in Puir aven during the last
threc months of the year. The full number and more was
steined in January, 1864. Tor lack of officers it was not
pustered inte the United States serviee until Mareh 8th,
Four days after, Colonel William B, Wooster, formerly
 Lientenant-Clolonel of the Twentieth Connectient, reported
for duty and soen took command. After the presentation
of a flagg Ty the ladies of New Iaven, the rogiment win-
barked on a transport Mareh 19th. [t arrived at Annapo-
lis. Md,, and disembarked Mareh 224, pitching its fiest
tents near Camp Parole.  Not until April 6th was the regi-
ment furnished with muskets, of the best Springficld pat-
fern.

The regiment was assigned to the Ninth Corps, and on
the 4th suiled on two transports for ITilton Head, 8. C.,
where it arrived April 13th.  Thence it was ordered to
Beaufort, S. C., wheve it disunibarked and encamped
the same day., Heve dvill, picket, and guard duty occu-
pied the attention of officers and men nearly four months,
August Sth ovders came to leave, and the next day the
regiment sailed for Bermuda Hundred, Va., arriving Au.
gust Hth. A part of the rvegiment was immediately seat
on 2 reconnoissance with a portion’ ol the Tenth Curps,
Though cotning under fire for the first time, the men dis-
played great coolness andl hravery,

The regiment was ussigned to CGeneral William ¢, Bir-
pey’s Brigade, General D, B. Birney's Division of the Tenth
Qorps, making, with the Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Regi-
ments, United States Coloved Tnfantry, and other colored
regimenty, a colored division, the Third of the Tenth Corps,
It wasengaged in an wlvanee at Deep Bottom, under (ien-
eral Butler, andd repuised a rebel altuck on the $6th wnd
1Ith of August. Retwrning to the Bermuda [Tundred
front, it encwmped near Pointof Roeks.  Auwgnst 24th the
Tenth Corps relieved the Bighieenth in the trenelnes in
front of Potershurg
mine was cxplodad.
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when the whole corps was ordered to the rear {or rest and
replenishing its worn and scanty clothing,  On the 28th
it marched to Deep Bottom, and the next day, with the
Highteenth Corps, engaged under General Butler in taking
Tort Harvison and & part of its connecting line of earth-
works, about seven miles from Richmend. An unsuccess-
ful but most persistent abtack was made upon Fort Gil-
more, the next in the line, hut at evening the corps retired
to the trenchies just in their rear, and proceeded to turn
thenmy, The next day the enemy, with heavy re-enforce-
ments, endeavored most vigorously to dislodge them, but
without success, October 7ih the regiment assisted in
repelling an attempt of the enemy Lo turn the right of the
line.

With the Righth and Forty-fifth Regiments, United
State Coloved Tnfantry, the Twenty-ninth constituted the
Second Brigade, Third Division, Tenth Corps.  On the 13th
it joined with others in o reconnoissance in force to-
ward the right of the line, across and beyond the New-
markot Road to the Davbvtown Road. There was some
sharp fighting and considerable loss of men. On the 27th
and 28th of October the Tenth and Eighteenth Corps
altacked along nearly their whole front, in conjnuection
with a forwart movement of the Army of-the Potomac.
The Twenty-nintl: formed the skivmish line of its division,
and drove the encmy into their works and kept them there.
The men hehaved admirably, remaining on the advanced
line through the entive night, till relieved in the morning,
Tt was the only regiment meoting with loss in this affair at
the Kell House. TIts loss was eighty, Soon after, the
regiment was placed in the First Brigade and assigned the
duty of garrisoning the line of forts along the Newmarket
Road, a most imporiant duty.

December 5th the Tenth and Bighteenth Corps were -
organized and a corps of colored troops formed, calied o
Twentv-(ifth Corps. The Twenty-ninth was placed in the
Second Brigule, First Division, and moved into the lineon
the lelt of Fort. Harrison.  Here it vemnained duving the
winter, picketing, dvilling, and Iaililing forts and roads, in
preparation for the spring campaign,
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Late in March, 1863, the regiment was moved into Fors
Harrison, which was supposed to be undermined and the
most probable point of vebel attack, Here they witnessed
the Just rehel dress-paiade on the alternoon of Sundey, April
sd. Early the next morning explosions of relsel gunboats
in the James. and of magazines in Hort Darling and in the
direction of Richmond. and the coming in of deserters
began to announce the rebel evacuation.  The heavy firing
of ‘the two days before on the distant left across the James,
and the order for extreme watchfulness, had prepared the
whole division along this, the nearest part of the line to
Richmond. for this result, By the earliest dawn the
Twenty-ninth was in marching order and enger for the
pursuit. The men were soon over the breastworks, through
the bristling abbatis and the thickly planted torpedoes. and
i the deserted rebel fort. They found the guns spiked
and the tents standing, but with every breadth of canvas
slashed by a knife.  They waited to see no more, but hur
ried out upon the high-read to Richmond, which was strewn
with articles cast aside by the retreating rebels. Then
began the exciting race to fivst reach the burning city, the
flathes and smoke of which could be distinetly seen. Two
companies of the Twentyninth, ¢ and G, were ordered

forward as skirmishers, and were the first infantry to reacy,
the city. The cavalry scouts lLiad preceded them and werg
stationed at the entrance of the city to Halt all stragglers,
The brigade in wiich was the Twenty-ninth was stationeq
in Batteries Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 of the intevior line of the
defenses of the eity. ]

On the 13th the regiment moved to and through Peteyg.
burg, camping near Patrick’s Station or the City Poiny
railroad. On the 18th it marched to City Point and
sailed to Point Lookout, Md., where it was eungaged in
guarding the general depot for prisoners of war, containing
about 20,000 prisoners, until May 28th, when # was trans.
ferred to City Point to await transportation. Juue 10th
it sailed with the Twenty-fifth Corps for Texas. touching
at Mobile and New Orleans, and arriving at Brazos de San.
tingo July 3, 1863. Thence it marched to Brownsville,
Tex., where it remained in camp until ordered to Connecticut
for muster-out October 14, 1865. It waited at New Or.
leans for transportation frem October 27th to November
tith, when it embarked for New York and Hartford. arriv.
ing av the latter place November 24th. The next day the
regiment was paid and discharged.

ENGAGEMENTS,

Petershurg, T, Aug., 12 to Sep, 24, 1804
Chepein’s Farm, Ta., Sep, 28, 1364
Richaond, T, Sep. 28 to Oct, 1, 18G4

Darbytown Road, Ta., Oct. 15, 1864
Iull House, Va., Oct, 27 and 28, 1804,
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February 6, 1997

Mr. Charles B. Hawley | M MQQ"C)
3721 Ferrara Drive ICD ’ ;
Silver Spring, Maryland 20906-4767 D\s\.(,i .% &;ﬂ
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Dear Mr. Hawley: '

Proper recognition is finally being paid to the forgotten soldiers and seamen
of the Civil War -- the. African-Americans who fought valiantly for their freedom.
This memorial (The African-American Civil War Memorial) and ité ongoing educational
brograms will serve as an inspiration for black citizens and for all Americans who
care about freedom and historical truth. We are working hard to get the Memorial
at 10th & U Street, N.W. under construction and have approached a local bank to
borrow the remaining amount to get started in the Spring of 1997. Please help, we
need your financial support,

The African American Civil War Memorial Freedom Foundation and the District
of Columbia government will finally recognize the heroic achievements of the 185,000
colored soldiers and their white officers who fought for freedom and to preserve the
Union. The memorial will be located at 10th & U Streets, N.W., Washington, D.C.
The Committee has tentatively planned three days of "Unveiling Events' scheduled for
October 22-25, 1997, (see list attached)

_ Organizers Jf the Unveiling Events are continuing to seek descendants of U.S.
Colored Troops. A1l are invited to attend the commemorative ceremony as special
guests at the Arlington Cemetery event to be held on Thursday, October 23, 1597,
Each family will be eligible to receive a keepsake posthumous award engraved with
the name of the soldier from your family printed boldy in caligraphy as the name
will appear on the Memorial Wall, (Union Army Soldiers U.S5.C.T. only -- Navy names
will not appear on the wall, but will be listed in an official capacity in the
Visitors Center, scheduled for 1899). The tax exempt contribution for this keepsake
is $20.00 for the first one and £10.00 for any additional ones needed. This sunrise
ceremony will begin at 8:00 AM, and will feature a nationally known keynote speaker.
Iz}une}c]liately following the ceremony, the annual wreath will be laid at the grave site
of the U.8.C.T.

Since you are a descendant, you and your family are cordially invited to come
to Washington’s Arlington National Cemetery and Amphitheater, as well as all of the
other events, to participate in this historic occasion. Please foward contributions
to support the memorial or to order a keepsake to the attention of Ms. Lyndia Grant,
Post Office Box 73517, Washington, D.C. 20009. Please include your mailing address
and telephone number.

Siscerely,

{Chairman

Post Office Box 73517 « Washington, D.C. 20009 » (202) 667.2667




