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HISTORY

OF THE

TWENTY-NINTH (COLORED) REGT. C.V. INF ANTRY.

WaittEN BY Rev. Hanny @3, MaRrsSHALL, LAtE UAPFAIN oOF Cospany I, Twenty-Niyra Connecriour VoLuNTEERS,

HE earliest recruit for this regiment was enlisted
T August 11, 1863, but most of the men came to the
regiment at its rendezvous in Fair Haven during the last
three months of the year. The full number and more was
attained in January, 1864. For lack of officers it was not
mustered into the United States service until March 8th,
Four days after, Colonel William B, Wooster, formerly
Lieutenant-Colone! of the Twantieth Connecticut, reported
for duty and soon took command, After the presentation
of a flag by the ladies of New Haven, the regiment em-
barked on a transport March 19th. Tt avrived af Annapo-

lis, Md,, and disembarked March 224, pitching. its fivst

tents near Camp Parole. Not until April 8th was the regi-
ment furnished with muskets, of the best Springfield pat-
tern,

The regiment was assigned to the Ninth Corps, and on
the ath sailed on two transports for Hilton Head, S. (.,
where it arrived April 13th, Thence it was ordered to

Beaufort, 8. C., where it disembarked and encampead

the same day. Here drill, picket, and guard duty oceu-
pied the attention of officers and men nearly four months,
August 8th ovders came to leave, and the next day the
regiment sailed for Bermuda Hundred, Va., arriving Au.
gust 14th. A part of the regiment was immediately sent
On a reconnoissance with a portion of the Tenth Corps.
"Though coming under fire for the first time, the men dis-
Played great coolness and bravery.

. The regiment was assigned to General William G. Bir-
fey's Brigade, (Yencral . B, Birney's Division of the Tenth
Corps, making, with the Seventh, Bighth, and Ninth Regi-
nents, United States Colored Infantry, and other colored
rogiments, a colored division, the Third of the Tenth Corps.
It wasengaged in an advance at Deep Bottom, under Gen-
eral Butler, and repulsed s rebel attack on the 16th and
17th of August. Returning to the Bermuda- Hundred
front, it encamped near Point of Rocks, August 24th the
Tenth Corps relieved the Bighteenth in the trenches in
front of Potersburg, on the right of the place where the
wine was exploded. Here the Twenty-ninth remained
under constant and wearing daty until September 24th,
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when the whole corps was ordered to-the rear for rest and
replenishing its worn and scanty clothing,  On the 28th
it marched to Deep Bottom, and the nexs day, with the
Kighteenth Corps, engaged under General Butler in taking
Fort Harrison and a part of its connecting line of earth-
works, about seven miles from Richmond., An unsuccess-
ful but most persistent attack was made upon Fort Gil.
more, the next in the line, but at evening the corps retired
to the trenches just in their rear, and proceeded to turn
them. The next day the enemy, with heavy re-enforce-
ments, endeavored most vigorously to dislodge them, but
without success. October 7th the vegiment assisted in
repelling an atbampt of the ensmy o turn the right of the
line.

With the Wighth and Forty-fifth -Regiments, United
State Colored Infantry, the Twenty-ninth constituted the
Second Brigade, Third Division, T'enth Corps. On the 13th
it joined with others in s reconncissance in foree to-
ward the right of the line, across and beyond the New-
market Road to the Darbytown Road. There was some
sherp fighting and considerable loss of men. On the 27th

. and 28th of October the Tenth and Eighteenth Corps

attacked along nearly their whole front, in conjunction
with a forward movement of the Army of the Potomac,
The Twenty-ninth formed the skirmish }ine of its division,
and drove the enemy into their works and kept them there,
The men behaved admirably, remaining on the advanced
line through the entire night, till relieved in the morning.

1t was the only regiment meeting with loss in this affair at

the Kell House. Tts loss was oighty. Soon after, the
regiment was placed in the First Brigade and assigned the
duty of ‘garrisoning the line of forts along the Newmarket
Road, a most important duty,

December 5th the Tenth and Eighteenth Corps were ve-
organized and a corps of colored troops formed, called the

" Twenty-fifth Corps.” The Twenty-ninth was placed in the

Second Brigade, First Division, and moved into the Line on
the loft of Fort Harrison. Hero it remained during the
winter, picketing, drilling, and. building forts and roads, in
preparation for the spring campaign,
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Liste in March, 1865, the regiment was moved into ort
Harrison, which was supposed to be undermined and the
most probable point of rebel atteck. Here they witnessed
the Iast rebel dress-parade on the afternoon of Sunday, A pril

2d. Early the next morning explosions of rebel gunboats .

in the James, and of magazines in Wort Darling and in the

direction of Richmond, and the coming in of deserters

begen to snnounce the rebel evacuation, The heavy firing
of the two days before on the distant left across the James,
and the order for extreme watchfulness, had prepared the
whole division along this, the nearest part of the Line to
Richmond, for this result, By the earliest dawn the
Twenty-ninth was in marching order and eager for the
pursuit. The men were soon over the breastworks, through
the bristling abbatis and the thiekly planted torpedoes, and
tn the deserted rebel forf. They found the guns spiked
and the tents standing, but with every breadth of canvas
slashed by a knife.  They waited to see no move, but hur-
ried out upon the high-road to Richmond,which was strewn
with articles cast aside by the retreating rebels, Then
began the exciting race to first reach the burning city, the
flames and smoke of which could bs distinctly seen, Two
companies of the Twenty-ninth, C and. @, were ordered
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DPotersburg, Va., Aug. 12 to Sep. 24, 1864,
Chapin's Farm, Va., Bep. 28, 1864,
Riclimond, Va., Bep, 20 to Oct. 1, 1864,
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- forward as sklrmmhers, and were the first infantry to reac ,I

the city. The cavalry scouts had preceded them and weyd)
stationed at the enfrance of the city to halt all stmgg]em
The brigade in which was the Twenty-ninth was stationef]
in Batteries Nos. 5, 6, 7, and 8 of the interior line of {4}
defenses of the city. 3

On the 18th the regimeht moved to and through Peterg]
burg, camping near Patrick's Station on the City Point}
raflroad. On the 18th it marched to City Point andj
sailed to Point Lookout, Md,, where it was engaged
guarding the gener al depot for prisoners of wax, dontaining] .
about 20,000 prisoners, until May 28th, when it was trans
forred, to City Point to await transportation. June 104§
it sailed with the Twenty-fifth Corps for Fexas, touching,
at Mobile and New Orleans, and arriving at Brazos de San?
tiago July 8, 1885, Theneco it marched to Brownsvﬂlé

leans for tla.nsportatlou flom OGtober 27th to Novembe
11th, when it embarked for New York and Hartford, arrivh
ing at the latter place November 24th. The next day t.h_
regiment was pald and discharged. :

Darbytown Road, Va., Oct. 18, 1864.
Hell House, Va., Oct, 27 and 28, 1864,




