Rovewuar 15, 192
299 j-1liande avenue
indsor, onnecticut

Robert Silliman
1247 Poquonock Avenue
Windsor, Connecticut

Dear 3ob,

I am always -urpriszed to -.-nr a t:rlk on Jindsor history which does not
include the mention of Joseph liayne lainey., I awm zlso mnewh t diszazointed
that Windsor's latest historic survey does not include this prominent citizen.

Josepll Rainey wio wis born Ln Georgetown, Jouth Carolin: in 1832 wa: the
first black Americ.n to serve in the United j3tates llouse of Representatives,
He served from 1871 uatil 1879, In 1874, he pruchased the house I now live
in at 299 palisado Avemue, Althou h the enclosed leaflet incicates that Mr,
Rainey returned to Gerogetown in ill health in 1886 and died the following
year, Windsor land records show that the house remained in his wife's name
for about 20 years in total, & First Church membership booklet of that era
lists he, his wife Susan,znd théir children as church meubers, ‘

I believe thit Ir. zainey': existance here in -indsor iz historically

‘significant and certainly a criteria for evalustion in having the house placed

on the National Kegister ot some future date,

My family and I have visited Jozeph KRainey's houwe in 3ouih CGarolina which
has been restored ~ud I have rathered some information on his 1ife waich I would -
be willing to share fith you, I am also énclosing conries of Jindsor land
records of 1874 and a page From "The Fowles Illistory of Windsor, Connecticut”
which dezcribes the Centennial Celebration of July 4, 1876 at which Mr. Rainey

spoke,

Sincerely,

W/




