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President Henry Tucker - ed into this house in 1773, and was quickiy embroiled in a majo.
- For, on the night of Augusi 14 that year a group of Bermudians brought several whale bou

Tobacco Bay on the North 5! re of §t Ceorpe™ crept up the hill to the small building which s

Bermuda’'s arsenal, breke i it, and stole the gunpowder which was sent 10 the Revolut

American Forces besieging B ston.

President Henry's father, ¢ olonel Henry Tucker, whuse portrait by Blackburn hangs in the
was part of the conspiracy. ¥ was the President's biather, St. George, whose portrait by Duia
also have, as well as a numbe of other relatives, ios President Henry bimsell was masried 1o

Bruere, daughter of fiercety [~ (riotic Royal Goveinor General George James Bruere, and the di.
followed must have been one~ of anguish and ¢risis Lor hin,

The powder was stolen beci nse the Continental Congress had declared a ban on exports o uil
colonies not taking part in e revolt. The 13 snainfand colonics were the granary for i
Bahamas and the British Wes: indies, and the ban was a shrewd blow.

An unofficial Bermuda del-zation (o Philadelphia asked that the ban be fifted, but were rebu
the Congress, unless Bermud.: suppiicd the powder in the colony’s magazine. This the Bermudi.
— and the ban was eventualiy lifted.

The theft of the powder 'vd 1o a Brilish warship being stationed in Bermuda, and there
number of clashes between !iritish, scumen and Benmudians, Feeling ran high, and it would
that among the colony’s tead: s President Hemy wis one of the few who were able to work wr
sides to promote internal pea. v,

We do not have President |'enry’s porliiil: others io the house depict bis mother, Anne Tu.
Butterfield (another old Ber: uda nanic) and brothers and sisters, inciuding Fhomas Tudor
later a treasurer of the Unite. States, and Nathaniel Tucker, a dreamy poet and doctor of mwe
who settled in Yorkshire, En; land. Lule in lite Nathaniel became o convert to the ideas of the 5
theologian Swedenberg, and vis translutions of Swedenborg’s works influenced several major |
writers such as Blake, and this is probubly his best claim to fame.

FURNITURE

Much of the furpiture in 1% - House was collecicd by President Henry's sister Frances, whos
grandson, Mr. Rebert Tucker of Baltimore gave these collected picces 1o the house when he .
1950 at the remarkable age of 102, Notable wiuong the pieces in the museum ure:

In the drawing room, an Eupzlish mahogany cabinet with original Japanese fan hinges, made «.
a Bermuda cedar tea table witt drake feet (¢, 17303 an American mahogany ching case with an
pierced pediment top and ori-inat panes und brass hinges (¢. 1760); a Bermuda cedar chest w
teresting dovetail design signivving the purticular cabinet maker (¢, 1750), and a mabogany
table, the top being one piece f wood o havipy u birdcage and ball and claw feet, (c. 1810}
dining room: a large mahoga:- . dinin; st oo tree grown in Cuba,

In the far bedroom: a it uda -o-ne noobs weh arieinnd bross (e P70 and an
mahogany tester bed with a . catiful land-own e e 130D,
1n the nursery: a three-sidec cedar cractic bow s oo catgue Eanglish mahogauy seorctary wits

(c. 1750). In the study, a Bern sda cedas diop bad iabicae, 1730) and an Englint nrdhiogany b
housing an assorted colicctior f Tuckor Family ~ow enraved with their coat of zrins,

JOSEP 2y NE RATNEY

A short flight of stairs i« s from the study it e old Kilchen which was kept as
buitding years ago. During .2 U.S. Covii Wi the sitchen was rented by Aubrey Harvey T
Joseph Hayne Rainey as a ba ser shop. aad (he oot is now a memorial Lo him,

Mr. Rainey was a free boaek man who with tus wife, escaped from South Caroling
blockade runner carly in the war, in St George's e ran a successful business while his wite
Bermuda’s premier dressmus er. Mr. Rainey educated himself aided by Lis customers, and |
partook of the life around 1im, In 1366 he returued to South Carolina and in 1870 was .
member of the House of Repesentatives in Washiington. Sworn in on Pecember 12 that year.
the firsi black member of the House. He retained his <eat throughout the reconstruction era, e
Congessional years on Marc: 3, 1879, 1le divd w1 the age of 35 on August 2, 1887, and was b,
Georgelown, S.C.

Tucker House, like most ¢.» Bermuda houies s farge cellars underneath which were uscd
quarters and storage areas during thic 17005, A partion of these cellars has been convertod
bookstore,
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