" From Columbia radiated concentric circles of black expies-
siveness that was reflected at every level of South Carolina
society. On the county level, black men dominated Black Belt
boards of superwisors. In cities like Charleston and Columbia,
they exerted equal weight on the aldermanic boards and the

- police force. Black men also served as magistrate, probate judge,
justice of the peace, constable and ‘sheriff. On the state level,
there were black majorities and black chairmen on the govern-
ing boards of the university, the lunatic asvium, and the orphan

in the National Guard. Among the leading black officeholders
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If, as some people contended, South Carolina was the black
man's paradise, it was not, by any stretch of the imagination, a
white man's hell. Sir George Campbell, a member of “the -
~ British Parliament, visited the South at the end of this period
i = and commented: “Before I went South 1 certainly expected to
find that the Southern States had been for a time a sort of
pandemonium in which a white man could hardly live. Yet it
certainly was not so..... When | went to South Carolina [
- thought there at least I must find great social disturbances; and
in South Carolina I went to the county of Beaufort, the
blackest part of the State in point of population, and that in
“which black rule has beeri most complete and has lasted
- longest. It has the reputation-of being 2 sort of black paradise,
- _and per contra, 1 rather _i_?.\'_p(_ftt_&_d a sort of white hell.... Tomy
¢ - great surprise 1 found exactly the, contrary. ... White girls go
= about freely- and pleasantly as if no black man had ever been in
solpower.. T Tl B U
Lo U ineniling nnder black power, the state as a whole
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