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Mr. Best tecalled  how

Blacks were excluded from the ©
Hayden StationSocialClub,2s >

well a5 certain types of jobs. N

during the 1920s and 1930s." &
He said it was understood that . {
blacks could not work in the -*

mills, and while they worked
on area farms, they were pot
allowed to operate farm ve-
hicles. _

“They wanted “blacks “..
around to clean and do their.

domesticwork. Otherthanthat,
people gotalong fine,” be gaid.

Things changed in the

1940s when the war began and
people went irito the service,
but not much. Mr. Best said
that jobs started to open up for
Dlacks at Pratt & Whitney, bat
ounly for such menial tasks ag
sweeping floors. ’
Separate but Equal?
Mr. Best went into the ser-
vice in 1943, “T-was one of the
first blacks to go into the U.S.
Marine Corps, arkl yon know
they didn’t want blacks in the
Matine Corps. They said it was
_ supposetobeseparate butequal
— don't you believe it,”” Mr.
Best said. : S
In 1951 Mr, Best became
the first biack police officerin
Windsor, butnot without some
resistance. He took and passed
the required-exam three times
before finally being accepted
into the department. And yet,
be still was pot fully accepted.
“Tt was tough,” be said.
He cited as an example a
motor vehiclestopinwhichthe

The Hezekiah Chaffee house once sheltered runaway
slaves traveling with the Undeiground Railroad. Itisnow
being leased by the Windsor Histotical Society. -
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driver, who Mr. Best said was
from Georgia, insisted that a
blackpolice officerdid nothave
the authotity to issve him a
ticket. .0 0.
police department in 1968 asa'
result of an injury, and is now
inbasiness forhimselfas owner
of Best Printing on Pierson
Lane, Agzin, be said it was

"dfficult at first.

“Tf 1 did get work it woulkd
be mepial or something they
new Icouldn’tdo. Now I have
a lot of people coming in to do
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Windsor,” be said.

_ Bowever, be did question
some of the treatment blicks
received from the town itself.

- He cited as an example the ex-

tepsion of a roadway in the

'HaydenStationarea. Thetown

came in with bulldozers and

went through people’s prop-

erty without notification, with-
outahearing and withoutcom-

- pensationt, be said. -

Despite the ups and downs
of the past 68 years, however,
Mr. Best said, “I epjoy this
town. I never wanted to live
inywhereelse.” :
I8 . . UO nﬂ.“ ﬂ.u ‘

Tt wasn't until the last 2

years that the minotity popula-

N

] Amertican Civic Association. -

"tyas set up to allow. minorities

e, T
N pnaa N
e AN iy

The former Hayden Station

tion in town saw a significant
increase, particularly in the
was & time when people re-
fused to-sell houses in certain
areas to black failies. “Now

‘there are blacks all over

Windsor,” he said.

“Windsor is a unique town -
in the region as far as the diver-
sity,”said Stanley Cicero, presi-
dent of the Windsor Afro-

Foundedin 1982 WAACA

to gettoknow eachotherandto
become involvedin town gov-

'
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iverse Community

emment, be said. The organi-
zation also began raising schol-

arship money for local high,

school students, N

Since then, Mr. Cicero said
that minorities are much more
involved in town government
thaninthe past, serving onvari-
ous boards and commissions
as well as community-based
activities kike the Shad Dertby
and Northwest Park.

. “It's not as much as we’d
tike,” be said. Like.
civic orgapization, “There’s
always room for more.

1 think there should be

any.other..
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more involvement with each
other,” be said, voting disap.
pointment af the turnout of Tast
year's Town Pride Day. |

" Porthe futurs of WAACA, -
Mz, Cicero said be would like
toéee more membets andmore
participation in the town. This
includes worklhg with the -

‘bealth department to promote

asvareness of breast cancer and
increased participation in the
~ “Anything we can do in
towntomakeitbelter,” besaid.
“That’s what 1 reallylike about
Windsor—the vohmteetism.”



